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Foreword
The Mediterranean region is currently swept into disarray: from protests in France
to rising uncertainty in Tunisia, some institutions can no longer maintain stability.
More so, international law, often perceived as a shield for conflict victims, has
revealed its limitations. As many governments face societal, environmental and
economic issues, they can no longer see security only through the prism of
defence.
The ongoing war in Ukraine has severe implications for the dynamics in the
Mediterranean. Chaos is bound to unfold as Türkiye considers leading operations
in war-torn Northern Syria, which has been ravaged by eleven years of great
power proxy wars. Moreover, this state of affairs will likely worsen, as 60 percent
of the Syrian population is considered food insecure.
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The Monitor also provides insight into the role of Alawi identity and its influence
on Syrian politics. Meanwhile, its neighbour to the south, Lebanon, spirals into the
abyss while experiencing turmoil in all areas of the state. Can humanitarian aid
for Lebanon buy enough time to prevent catastrophe?
The Monitor also delves into the human rights violations of the Israel-Palestine
conflict. Evidence of children's rights being violated by Israel in Palestine calls
forth the need for legal action. Moreover, while these provocations and hostilities
continue, there is some potential for peace found in the success of one
ethnoreligious group- the Samaritans.
In North Africa, countries are experiencing a food shortage while still undergoing
political uncertainties. This is compounded by rising unemployment and poverty
levels, which are only expected to grow. Mixing these factors with massive
vulnerability to climate change may lead to revolutions like in Tunisia. Meanwhile,
the next COP 27 will be held in Egypt – a country that is highly affected by
climate change.
In addition, France is struggling with high energy prices and is expanding its
energy outreach in Algeria and Morocco.
The overall security atmosphere in the Mediterranean and MENA region may be
influenced by the appointment of a new leader – Emir of Al-Qaeda, after the
killing of Ayman Al-Zawahiri by the United States at the end of July. This will set
the further direction of Al-Qaeda and the global Jihadist movement and their
operational activities in the region.
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Timeline

12/07/2022
The cross-border aid mechanism to Syria
is reinstated for six months as a
compromise solution

22/07/2022
Five children and two adults are killed in
the town of al-Jadida after Russia
resumes airstrikes following the unfruitful
Tehran summit

31/07/2022
Ayman Al-Zawahir - death of emir of AlQaeda

25/08/2022
Erdoğan reiterates the need for a largescale operation in northern Syria,
specifically to combat the alleged threat
of armed Kurdish groups

21/09/2022
IMF concludes visit to Lebanon

11/10/2022
Lebanon and Israel reached an agreement
to settle their maritime boundary disputee

November 2022
COP27 in Egypt

20/06/2022
Lebanon Crisis Response Plan officially
launched

19/07/2022
A tripartite summit between Russia,
Türkiye and Iran is held in Tehran.
Türkiye’s potential incursion into Syria is
discussed with no outcome

25/07/2022
Tunisian President Kais Saied organized a
referendum for the adoption of a new
constitution

27/08/2022
Tunisian offciial recieve heads of
Polisario

30/08/2022
French multinational utility company
ENGIE is pursuing a deal with Algeria

23/09/2022
Russia targets villages south of Idlib with
12 airstrikes in the midst of Assad regime
shelling

18/10/2022
The European Union and Morocco signed
a “green partnership” deal they hope
will bolster cooperation on renewable
energy
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Analysis

Climate Security in the Context of Egypt
Nadine Alaa Eldin Abdelrahman Ahmed
Religion and International Relations - Religion Promoting Peace, the
Example of the Samaritans
Soufiane Abdou
The Alawite Identity and its Influence on Syrian Politics
Juan Carlos Benítez
Rights of Children in Israel - Occupied Palestinian Territories Under
International Humanitarian Law: Gaza Assault 2022
Fatima Umar
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Religion and International Relations - Religion Promoting
Peace, the Example of the Samaritans
Soufiane Abdou

Religions have always been the subject of
attention of many sociologists such as Comte
(1830), Weber (1996), Durkheim (1912) or Marx
(1844), but its transcendental nature of human
peace has often been overlooked. Indeed, for
Comte (1830), religions constitute a “primitive
state” of societies which inexorably evolves
toward a religion-less state of reason and
scientific rationality. Durkheim's (1912) explained
in his book “The Elementary forms of religious life”
that religions are only a set of common norms
and values which create social cohesion.
Thus, considering Durkheim (1912) ideas, one can
argue that, as a key element to the creation of
most communities, religions and religious beliefs
play a tremendous role both in fostering violence
and promoting peace. In fact, the link between
religions, conflicts and peace is undeniable. In
the context of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict, the
role of religious beliefs as an argument for
violence has clearly been established by various
scholars, such as Mohamed Galal Mostafa
(2018).
However, identifying concrete and tangible
examples in the region where religious beliefs
have played a key role in a peace process is less
obvious.
One can define religious diplomacy as the
integration of religious leaders, religious beliefs
and traditions within International Relations
objectives. There exist various examples of it with
fruitful outcomes. One of the best would be the
key role a mediator played in the Holy See, USACuban negotiations which led to the reopening
of diplomatic ties between the two nations in
2014. Before that, The Bible contains the example
of an ethno-religious community who, in the first
century of our era, was already known to be an
active promoter of peace and
9

harmony. Today, in the 21st century, this same
community described by the Apostle Luke still
acts as bridges of peace. These are the
Samaritans, an ethno-religious group who claim
descendancy from the ancient Israelites. They
are native to the Levant and adhere to
Samaritanism, an Abrahamic and ethnic religion.
The Samaritans consider themselves as the
authentic Jews, as they descend from the
northern Israelite tribes and were separated from
Judaism after a schism occurred in the first
century before our era. Neither Jewish nor
Muslim,
they
are
rooted
in
Palestinian
communities but at the same time embrace
their Israeli citizenship.
In a region where religious beliefs have almost
exclusively been used as fuel for extremism,
violence and conflicts, how can religions be used
as a substantial element to promote peace?
Considering the conception of religions as a
“primitive state” of society, would it be relevant to
include religious beliefs in a 2022 peace process
between Palestinians and Israelis?
The role of religions in International Relations.
According to Jeffrey Haynes (2011), after a long
period of absence in the 19th and 20th centuries,
religion has returned to the political arena and
more specifically, to international relations. Even
if the presence of religion in world politics has
mostly been depicted as negative “interferences”
by the positivist school, many elements show the
contrary. From religious-inspired anti-colonial
movements in Africa, Asia and the Middle East, to
the peace and reconciliation process in South
Africa and the Civil Right Movement in the United
States, the list is long. With regard to the
incredible importance religion has in many
communities, it would be counterproductive not
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to include it as much as possible in a peace
process. However, one can wonder what
“including religion” actually means.
Consequently, using religious references in
political
speeches
or
involving
religious
authorities in peace negotiations might not
necessarily be a relevant approach. The dispute
between Israel and Palestine is partly an identitybased conflict where violent religious extremism
finds fertile ground to grow, according to
Mohamed Galal Mostafa (2018).
The practice of religious diplomacy, which, by
finding its inspiration in religious practices, helps
to build the skills and capabilities for effective
peacebuilding individuals and opportunities.
The Samaritans’ double identity serves as a
bridge between the two communities.
In Nablus, Palestine, where most of the Samaritan
community lives, religious diplomacy is a reality.
Religious leaders bring a different set of precepts
and perspectives to international politics. While
diplomacy concentrates on common interests,

clerics, inspired by their religious beliefs, focus on
the common good. The particular double identity
of Samaritans, being Palestinians and Israeli at
the same time enables them to not only seek the
common good, but to understand the religious,
cultural and historical identity of both parties,
therefore, creating a bridge between them.
Certain Samaritan leaders have addressed the
question of the Israeli occupation of Palestinian
territories, like al-Kahen Wasef al-Samery, who
declared in 1960 that “Israel is an enemy for the
Samaritans as it is an enemy for the Arabs”, as
underlined by Hussein Ahmad Yousef and Iyad
Barghouti, (2005). Nevertheless, they usually
keep their neutrality regarding the nature of the
conflict, while denouncing the discrimination and
mistreatment Palestinian civilians endure under
Israeli colonisation.
This dual identity also comes at a cost. Indeed,
Samaritans of Nablus, even though Israeli
citizens, suffer from the same discrimination and
violence as their Palestinian neighbours. Not only
are they treated as second class citizens, but
they are also undergoing a process of
assimilation.
On the other hand, their proximity to Israel is also
criticised by Palestinians and their ambiguous
position in-between the two communities fuel
hatred from the religious extremists on both
sides. In their 2021 article published in the New
York Times, Patrick Kingsley and Gabby
Sobelman interviewed the Samaritan priest,
Josef Cohen who expressed his feelings as “I’m a
terror victim on both sides”, therefore underlining
the difficult balance to find between those two
contradicting
identities.
The
Samaritan
engagement toward peace and human
fraternity has also been manifested through the
establishment of several institutes, associations
and institutional bodies which aim at the
promotion and reinforcement of such values.

Encyclopædia
Britannica,
Map
of
the
West
Bank
https://www.britannica.com/place/Nablus/imagesvideos#/media/1/401355/100858 (accessed on 12/10/2022)
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For example, according to the Israelite Samaritan
Information Institute (2022), the Samaritan
community established in the early 2000’s the
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Samaritan Medal Foundation, followed by the
association The Samaritan Legend (al‐astûra l‐
sâmiriyya), the Fellowship of the Woman has
also been established to reunite Sarah and
Hagar[1], or in other words Israeli and Palestinian
women. This peace vision has also clearly been
stated by Samaritan officials who called to make
Mount Gerizim the Geneva of the Middle East, as
indicated by Urien‑Lefranc, F. (2016), or like in
2007 when the Samaritan author and historian
Benyamin Tsedaka said “People call Jerusalem
the city of peace, but surely, it’s the contrary [...]
[The mount Gerizim] is not only the Mount of
Blessings. We are going to make it the Mount of
Peace”. In addition to local actions, the
Samaritans have stepped into the international
arena to advocate for peace in the Middle East
and the preservation of their history. The Israelian
Samaritan Institute has worked since the 1990s,
to establish relations with several western
governments mainly the US and the UK by
sending missions to the White House and
different Secretary of States as well as to the
British government and Parliament (2022).
Religious Diplomacy
Mediators.

and

Insider

religious

The role of religious diplomacy in the IsraeliPalestinian divide has also been illustrated by the
actions of “insider mediators”. The United Nations
Development Program - UNDP - (2020) defines
them as “individual(s), groups, entities or
institutions possessing high levels of legitimacy
and trust with the individuals and institutions
involved in a specific conflict setting by virtue of
their relationships and reputation with the parties
and who/which possess a unique ability to,
directly and indirectly, influence the conflict
parties’ behaviour and thinking.”
Here, religious actors are the insider mediators

[1] In the Torah and the Old Testament, Sarah is the wife of
Abraham, but unable to bear a child, God commended him to have
a child with his Egyptian servant, Hagar. Sarah would later have a
child with Abraham, Isaac, the ancestor of the Israelite, and Hagar’s
son Ismael would be the ancestor of the Arabs.
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who, thanks to their parallel diplomacy, have
contributed to reconnecting both parties outside
the official institutional diplomacy. This has been
the case with the Alexandria Summit of the
Religious Leaders of the Holy Land, who gathered
at the first major public gathering of senior
religious leaders in 2002, amidst the First Intifada.
The Alexandria Process, due to its uniqueness
and peace potential, received the support of
Palestinian President Yasser Arafat and Israeli
Prime Minister Ariel Sharon. The Alexandria
Process culminated with the signature of the
Alexandria Declaration on January, 21, 2002, as
described by Daniel Roth (2022).
Another example of fruitful religious diplomacy
and
insider
religious
mediation
is
the
establishment of the Religious Peace Initiative in
2005. In his article “Religious Peacebuilding”,
Daniel Roth (2022) explains that in this initiative,
insider religious mediators have tried to reach all
actors on the politico-religious spectrum from
far right nationalist zionist movements to the
Hamas or the Muslim brotherhood. The objective
here is not to substitute to the official political
channels of communication, but rather to
amplify the existing ones and use religious
leaders’ legitimacy and influence to the benefit of
the peace process, as described in the UNDP
2020 report Engaging with Insider Mediators Sustaining peace in an age of turbulence. This
parallel diplomacy in which the Samaritans took
part with representants of various religious
groups, has had effective beneficial outcomes
on the situation on the ground
The example set by this community clearly
illustrates the possible integration of religions in
the peace process, and more generally, in
diplomacy. The main motive for Samaritans to
seek peace and prosperity in this region of the
world is the kernel of their religious belief. Such
principles are not a monopoly of the Samaritans,
but are also present in all the great
monotheisms. World politics might take into
consideration those key principles found in
religions that can be used to foster peace.
Generally speaking, religions have been
instrumentalised by political stakeholders,
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however, a genuine integration of spiritual beliefs
within the political sphere could have a positive
impact. This is why a greater involvement of
clerics and religious leaders is also a solution to
the trust crisis which populations experience
toward their political elites. Religious values offer
legitimacy and credibility to peace initiatives, in a
conflict where both sides, after losing so much,
are now quite reluctant to negotiate.
Due to the polarisation of both parties
(considering the violence of the conflict),
traditional political attempts to solve the conflict
have failed. Religious beliefs might be a vector of
mobilisation for the populations to appease the
conflict. Also, by including certain values that
diplomats and political decision makers do not
usually see as relevant in negotiations,
Samaritans have generated a larger capacity for
understanding between communities, and
therefore, peace. Among such values, we can
refer to the principles of the greater good,,
respect for good faith and the idea of greater
justice, as stated in (The Alexandria Declaration
2002).
Nonetheless, some may question the relevance
of using religion in World Politics, especially in the
West. Following Marx’s (1844) idea of religion
being “the Opium of the people'', Western
academics might see religious diplomacy as a
means to manipulate the masses or to spread
propaganda under the pretence of religious
principles. However, the reality of today’s world
has demonstrated the vital necessity of religious
diplomacy after 9/11, the Iraq War, ISIS and the
many terrorist attacks in Europe. Regardless of
the origin or nature of this kind of terrorism, a
better understanding of all religions by western
political elites is crucial to better address this
kind of violence.
According to the Secretary General of the World
Council of Religious Leaders, Dr. B. Jain, in 2014,
“religious diplomacy is the missing dimension of
statecraft; there is an urgent need to engage
religious leaders in diplomacy, especially when
religion is perceived to be the problem.” This
12

citation is an allusion to Douglas Johnston, who
in his book “Religion, the Missing Dimension of
Statecraft” (1994) had already foreseen the
growing role religions would play in international
relations. Additionally, the growing politicisation
of religions world-wide adds a burden to world
politics. Therefore, the reciprocal interferences of
politics and religions with one another make
religious diplomacy a necessity to address
today’s challenges.

Conclusion
In conclusion, by using the very kernel of their
identity, Samaritans embody a tangible peace
initiative in the Palestinian-Israeli conflict. Their
belonging to both sides of Jerusalem, while not
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being part of the conflict, gives them a greater
ability to understand the two parties. In a region
where dialogue is cut, understanding one
another is key to solving the issue.

Max, W. (1996), Sociologie des Religions

Nevertheless, the Samaritan’s understanding of
the conflict is still a minority opinion and their
religious beliefs do not represent the majority of
Palestinian and Israelis. However, the world might
take into consideration some aspects of their
innovative diplomacy. As traditional negotiations
have failed, other types of diplomacy could be
used. Political actors can find in religions what is
lacking in their negotiations: a certain sense of
morality, compromise and utmost justice. Such
values are embedded in Islam, Christianity,
Judaism and Samaritanism and are definitely
what is missing on the negotiation table.

Reed, J. (2016), “Samaritans form bridge of peace between Israelis
and
Palestinians”,
The
Financial
Times.
Available
at:
https://www.ft.com/content/365747cc-07c4-11e6-a623b84d06a39ec2 (Accessed on 28/09/2022)
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The Alawite Identity and its Influence on Syrian Politics
Juan Carlos Benítez

The complex politics of Alawite identity in Syria
can largely be seen as a product of colonialism,
when the French mandate promoted separate
identities and autonomous areas along ethnic
and sectarian lines. Exploring the construction of
this sectarian difference is essential to
understanding current politics in Syria.
The Syrian state, which emerged from the breakup of the Ottoman Empire after World War I, has
never had a strong territorial identity. Syria is a
mosaic of diverse ethnicities, religions, as well as
significant minorities such as Armenians,
Assyrians, Druze, Palestinians, Kurds, Yazidis,
Mallami, Arab Christians, Mandaeans, Turkmen
and Greeks, among others (Clavero 2013). When
the Baath Party came to power in independent
Syria in the 1960s through a military coup, it did
so in part by promoting a new kind of national
identity that sought to fuse the mosaic of Syrian
society into a more cohesive and stable
structure (Clavero 2013).
However, after more than ten years of conflict in
Syria, the most neglected question is: how and
why did an opposition movement that initially
included diverse religious and ethnic segments
of Syrian society against a dictatorial regime turn
into yet another sectarian war between Sunnis
and Shiites? To answer this question, one has to
assess the particular position of Syrian Alawites
and the role they have played in the creation of
the modern Syrian state.
Origin of the Alawite community
Sunnism and Shi'ism are the two main divisions
within Islam, which agree on most fundamental
Islamic beliefs and practices, with the dispute
over who should succeed the Prophet
Muhammad as leader being the main difference
14

between the two (Harney 2016). Today, about
85% of Muslims are Sunni, while 15% are Shi'a, who
are found mainly in Iran, Iraq, Bahrain and
Azerbaijan, with significant minorities in Lebanon,
Syria and Yemen (Harney 2016).
In reference to the Alawite community, although
not doctrinally Shia, Alawites especially venerate
Ali, considered the first imam for Shia and the
fourth caliph for Sunnis (Fildis 2012). The Alawites
considered themselves to be Nusayris until the
French, upon taking control of Syria in 1920,
imposed the term Alawite, meaning followers of
Ali, to emphasise the similarities of this strand
with Shia Islam (Baltacioglu-Brammer 2014).
Today, Alawites represent 12-15% of the Syrian
population, comprising two main groups: the
more conservative members of the community,
who live mainly in rural regions and are mainly
peasants, and the educated, middle-class urban
Alawites, who have assimilated Duocumenical
Shi'ism, the main and largest branch of Shi'i
Islam, with the help of Iranian and Lebanese
propaganda (Baltacioglu-Brammer 2014).
Alawite influence on Syrian politics
The Alawite community has been settled in the
coastal mountains of northwestern Syria since
the 11th century, becoming part of the French
mandate as a result of the Sykes-Picot
agreement in 1916 (White 2007).
By this agreement, most of the Arab lands under
the rule of the Ottoman Empire were divided into
British and French spheres of influence with the
conclusion of World War I, where Syria ended up
under French rule (Goldsmith 2011). By promoting
separate identities and creating autonomous
zones along ethnic and sectarian lines, the
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French mandate sought to maximise French
control and influence in Syria, where Muslim and
Christian minorities were the French's main allies
against entrenched Arab nationalism among the
urban Sunni elite (White 2007).
Moreover, Latakia, as the Alawite territory was
called, was geographically crucial as French
forces could use it to control the entire Levant
coast (Fildis 2012). In this way, Latakia had a
special administrative and financial regime and,
in return, the Alawites helped maintain French
rule in the Levant (Goldfish 2011).
In the context of the end of World War II and the
beginning of decolonisation, the Syrian state
gained independence in 1946, but entered a
period of political instability, turmoil and
experimentation with pan-Arab connections with
Egypt (White 2007). Thus, once they recognised
that their future lay in an independent Syria, the
Alawites began to play an active role in two key
institutions: the political parties and the armed
forces (Goldsmith 2011).
On the one hand, among the main political
parties present in Syria, the Baath party, founded
in 1947 by a number of Arab Muslim and
Christian politicians and intellectuals to integrate
the ideologies of Arab nationalism, socialism,
secularism and anti-imperialism, was more
attractive to Alawites than the Muslim
Brotherhood, a conservative Sunni religious
organisation based in Egypt with a large Sunni
urban base in Syria (White 2007).
On the other hand, Alawites and other minorities
continued to be overrepresented in the military
due to two main factors (Goldsmith 2011). First,
middle-class Sunni families tended to despise
the military as a profession (Bou Nassif 2015).
Alawites, on the other hand, saw the army as the
main opportunity for a better life. Second, many
Alawites, due to their difficult economic situation,
could not afford to pay the fee to exempt their
children from military service (White 2007).
The Alawite presence in the army culminated in
15

a series of coups in the 1960s. Following the rise
of the Baath Party, the party's supporters were a
minority in Syria at the time, so the regime
embarked on a course of rigorous statenationalist indoctrination to consolidate Baathist
rule and establish its popular legitimacy (Fildis
2012). Among other efforts, the Baathists sought
to manipulate tribal and sectarian identities,
seeking patronage by upgrading the status of
previously marginalised groups, as was the case
with the Alawite community (Fildis 2012).
The last coup d'état was carried out by General
Hafez al-Assad, also an Alawite, and brought the
Alawite minority to power in Syria in November
1970. In February 1971, Hafez al-Assad became
the first Alawite president of Syria (Fildis 2012).
His project thus focused on homogenising
Syrians into a single imaginary Ba'athist identity.
More broadly, however, the overall goal of
nationalist construction was to subsume local
identities into a broader concept of the Syrian
people, defined according to the state's territorial
borders (Fildis 2012).
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Alawite identity and its role in the Syrian civil
war
March 2021 marked the tenth anniversary of the
Syrian civil war, a violent conflict between Baath
Party President Bashar al-Assad, son of General
Hafez al-Assad, and opposition forces that
continues to fuel the world's largest refugee
crisis. The civil war is often described in terms of
sectarian conflict because Assad is part of the
Alawite community, turning what began as a
protest against an authoritarian secular state
into a Sunni-Shia conflict. However, a growing
number of studies question the simple reduction
of the conflict in Syria to sectarian differences.
There has been much public debate over
whether religion in heterogeneous societies acts
as a primary catalyst for internal conflict
(Aldoughli 2016). Others have emphasised that
armed conflict increases as a function of a
greater fractioning of religious affiliations
(Aldoughli 2016). In the Syrian case, the regime
has rather used sectarian fractionation in an
attempt to establish a solid social base that is
ideologically subservient to the regime's
authority. By adopting factionalism within the
Syrian Sunni community, dividing the Sunni
majority
into
loyalist/non-loyalist
binaries,
sectarianism goes beyond the simplistic notion
of regime manipulation by the Alawite
community (Aldoughli 2016).
The intersection of religious or sectarian identity
and politics in Syria is also complex because the
ongoing conflict involves a mix of external actors
(Pierret 2021). Various powers, including Iran,
Turkey, Russia and the US, have played an active
role in the conflict. Similarly, the conflict has also
involved other religiously motivated actors, such
as the Syrian Muslim Brotherhood and the
Islamic State (Pierret 2021).
The challenges for post-civil war Syria, with an
expected strengthening of the Assad regime, are
not only to establish transitional justice, but also
to build a strong state that constitutes its basis
for legitimacy beyond sectarian affiliation
16

(Pierret 2021). Perhaps the debate on Syria's
future should emphasise the fact that faith is a
matter of private interaction rather than statesociety relations (Pierret 2021). Therefore,
neutralising sectarian affiliation rather than
homogenising religious identities could be the
first step towards creating a new Syrian
community that challenges the manipulation of
religious faith by all actors, be they state, regional
or international.
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Climate Security in the context of Egypt

Nadine Alaa Eldin Abdelrahman Ahmedr
Climate security is an emerging topic within the
literature of security studies which delineates
both the direct and indirect impacts of climate
change on human security, national security and
possibly international security. The link between
climate change and security has recently been
observed within regions such as the Sahel, West
Africa and the MENA region (UNDP, 2020a).
Egypt, a country both located on the African
continent and the MENA region, has undergone
elements of climate security; most notably
during the 2011 Arab Spring and in the
contemporary conflict between Egypt and
Ethiopia over the Grand Ethiopian Renaissance
Dam (GERD).
Against this background, it is imperative to not
only raise questions on the future of climate
security within the region, particularly in Egypt,

but to also outline the Egyptian experience with
regard to climate security in the context of
current geopolitical tensions and global
socioeconomic repercussions.
An overview on climate security
As indicated by the United Nations SecretaryGeneral’s 2009 report, climate change is
recognised as a “threat multiplier” (UNDP,
2020a). In other words, climate change acts as
an “exogenous” factor, aggravating already preexisting “endogenous” and underlying tensions
within a particular geographical region (Harmon,
2021). Studies have shown that both an increase
in rainfall or drought conditions are able to
induce an increase in violence, as a result of
heightened local competition over scarce
resources (Harmon, 2021). Droughts, in particular,
can also further increase tensions and heighten
conflicts due to creating conditions where there
are “lower opportunity costs for fighting” as a
result of grievances (Harmon, 2021, p.16).
Yet, it is important to note that not all regions
facing climatic events will suffer from security
tensions. Rather, security risks are present in
vulnerable and fragility-affected settings; this
includes developing countries, which tend to
have
limited
alternatives
for
livelihood
opportunities, regions with politically excluded
groups, particularly those with “a perceived lack
of
institutional
legitimacy”,
agriculturaldependent states and conflict-ridden states
(UNDP, 2020b, p.3; Uexkull et. al, 2016). The
impact of climate change on peace and security
has also been observed within the United Nations
Security Council, particularly through Resolution
2349 (2017) on West Africa and the Sahel, where
it was recognized that climate change is linked
to regional stability (UNDP, 2020a). This same
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phenomenon was also observed in Nigeria,
Yemen, Somalia and Syria (UNDP, 2020a).
Climate security in the Egyptian context: The
January 25th Revolution
Within the history of Egypt, the impact of climate
change on peace and security, particularly as a
“threat multiplier” to pre-existing tensions, is
evident in limited – yet specific – situations. The
first of which occurred during the 2011 Arab
Spring Revolution, where the global and crossborder impact of climate change on peace and
security can be observed.
Prior to the January 25th revolution, the globe
had been suffering from food shortages, caused
by a spike in the prices of food – particularly
wheat – as a result of an extreme drought
occurring in China (Harmon, 2021). Given that
wheat is a strategic commodity in Egypt, the
increase in prices of food heightened local
grievances, causing a revolutionary fervor to
spark. This illustrates how peace and security
challenges can be instigated as a result of the
cross-border nature of climatic events. In fact,
the slogan of the 2011 Egyptian Revolution –
“bread, freedom and social justice” – indicates
the important role that the prices of wheat had in
contributing towards the eruption of the
revolution.
Yet, this threat alone cannot explain the
incidence of the Egyptian revolution. Rather, the
revolution touched upon underlying, pre-existing
and simmering socioeconomic and political
issues, amongst them governmental corruption,
high poverty and feelings of disenfranchisement
and marginalisation in economic, social and
political terms (Harmon, 2021).
Therefore, the heightened prices of food –
caused by this drought in China – was only an
“instigator” to the events, rather than the sole
initiator. This event in Egypt, thus, gives credence
to the argument of climate change being a
“threat multiplier”. Research shows that one of the
causes of the Arab Spring is food insecurity,
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which is instigated to some degree by climate
change as well as authoritarian leadership
(Werrell, Femia & Sternberg, 2015). As indicated
by the the Failed States Index (FSI) and the Notre
Dame Global Adaptation Index (ND-GAIN), Egypt
was undergoing a metric of state fragility and
climate vulnerability before the revolution; these
two factors both played a role in Egyptian water
and food security, leading to the revolution
(Werrell, Femia & Sternberg, 2015).
Comparing the 2011 revolution to contemporary
events
It is important to note the role which food plays –
particularly bread – on peace, security and
stability in the Middle East. Unlike the constitution,
bread in the Middle East represents the social
contract which binds the state to the society
(Schaer, 2022). In fact, the fate and stability of
the Egyptian regime is highly interlinked with the
prices of bread. Egypt, for example, witnessed its
first “bread riots” in 1977 when cuts in state
subsidies affected food prices.
Similarly, the 2011 revolution had been instigated,
to some degree, by the rise in global wheat
prices (Schaer, 2022). In this context, it is
important to question why the Egyptian regime
had not faced a repetition of the events in 2011,
given that the current global food crisis caused
© tipinfo via Flickr
by the Russian-Ukrainian war instigates the
same grievances within the Egyptian context.
At the onset, it must be stated that the fear of
sparking a revolutionary fervour in the region –
and in Egypt in particular – as a result of the
current food crisis has been noted. For example,
the President of the Egyptian state, Abdel Fattah
El-Sisi, recently shared his worries over threats to
the political stability of the Egyptian regime if
economic pressures further increase in the near
future. He stated, “I am talking about the lives of
the 100 million citizens that will be jeopardized if
people come out [in protests] as a result of
being unsatisfied” (Ziada, 2022).
In the Middle East, revolutionary fervour against
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rising food prices has already erupted, as seen in
Iraq and Sudan (Schaer, 2022). However, by
comparing the lack of revolutionary response in
Egypt and the heavy revolutionary response in
other Middle Eastern contexts, it becomes
evident that it is a multiplicity of factors, rather
than the sole challenge of food security, whether
directly or indirectly caused by climate change,
that contributes to peace and security
challenges.
Many may argue that the lack of revolutionary
fervour in Egypt is largely a result of the state’s
present-day crackdown on the opposition. While
this may be true, others may argue that there is
a contrast between civilian’s perception of the
current regime and the 2011 regime of Hosni
Mubarak. For example, the current regime partly
focuses on curating initiatives to help resolve
economic
issues
within
poverty-stricken
segments of the population, as found by the
“Decent Life Initiative” (Ziada, 2022).
Therefore, many Egyptians could simply be
“frustrated” by the economic regress, recognizing
that the current pressures have nothing to do
with the Egyptian regime but rather external
factors (Ziada, 2022). Yet, as indicated prior, the
situation is highly volatile. If the confluence of
several factors emerges – among them being
state fragility, food insecurity and a lack of
perceptual institutional legitimacy – the regime
may face a similar response as that of the 2011
revolution.
Climate security in the Egyptian context: The
GERD crisis
The second event which showcases the notion of
climate security in Egypt is found within the
current Egyptian-Ethiopian crisis over the Grand
Ethiopian Renaissance Dam (GERD). Despite
common knowledge, the crisis between Egypt
and Ethiopia over the River Nile has had a long
history, even prior to the construction of the
GERD. Egypt has long held a hegemonic position
over the River Nile initially through the 1929
agreement and then the 1959 agreement
between itself and Sudan (Mohammad, 2020).
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Both of these agreements not only gave Egypt a
larger amount of the River Nile, but also gave it
exclusive rights to veto any construction projects
occurring over the Nile (Mohammad, 2020). This
hegemonic control undoubtedly caused issues
between Egypt and other riparian states. In 2004,
tensions between Egypt, Kenya and Ethiopia
heightened over the Nile (Rahman, 2013).
Despite this, there were rarely any grave
problems or major conflicts occurring between
riparian states on Egypt’s hegemonic role. It was
only later, in the context of the African continent's
suffering from lack of drinkable water, low
socioeconomic position, grave poverty rates, as
well as the added fear of climate change, that
the utilization of the Nile for developmental goals,
as in the case of Ethiopia, began to arise.
According to Egyptian officials, these projects,
regardless of their aims, affect Egyptian national
security (Mohammad, 2020). This is due to the
deep dependence the state has on the Nile,
compounding with current climate change
impacts on the Nile’s water resources and Egypt’s
state of water poverty (Rahman, 2013; Mohamed,
2020; Al-Kady, 2022).
The Egyptian population obtains more than 90%
of its national water needs from the Nile (Omar,
Moussa & Hinkelmann, 2021). The Nile not only
serves Egypt’s textile industry, which constitutes a
© tipinfo via Flickr
quarter of its non-oil exports, but also, 60% of
total Egyptian water consumption is utilized by
the agricultural sector (Mohammad, 2020).
Therefore, any impact on Egypt’s water security is
deemed a national security issue, given the
direct impact it will have on the availability of
drinkable water and the indirect impact it will
have on livelihood opportunities.
This is particularly pressing in light of Egypt’s
vulnerability factors, which heighten the impact
of water security on the state, such as high
poverty rates and high population growth.
Egypt’s population not only grew from 41% in
1980-2008 and has an approximate 2% yearly
increase, but it also has around a 27% poverty
rate (Mohammad, 2020). Ethiopia also suffers
from the same vulnerability factors; with around
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2.5-3% increase in population per year and high
poverty rates (Mohammad, 2020). Against this
background, climate change acts as a “threat
multiplier” to the multiplicity of issues already
faced by both Egypt and Ethiopia (UNDP, 2020a).
The unpredictable and damaging impact of
climate change has even further heightened the
crisis between the two states to the degree that
it has reached a military-grade level.
In July 2021, threats over the use of force were
alluded to by the Egyptian delegation when it
complained in the UNSC over the filling of the
GERD, stating that “The Egyptian state shall not
accept any prejudice to its rights or its water
security, and it reserves its legitimate right
guaranteed in the Charter of the United Nations
to take all necessary measures to protect its
national security, in the face of any risks that
may be caused by unilateral Ethiopian
measures” (Aman, 2022). The case of the
Egyptian-Ethiopian dam crisis, therefore, shows
the grave impact that climate change, as a
threat multiplier and fragility amplifier, has on
human, national and international security, where
conflicts can potentially heighten to reach a
military-grade level.
The future of climate security
Amidst the repercussions of the RussianUkrainian war on global stability and economy, it
is imperative to address the future of climate
security, particularly whether progress or regress
will be made over the challenges which climate
change poses on peace and security.
The United Nations Secretary-General, Antonio
Guterres, has recently recognized the impact of
the war on the developing world, stating that it
has worsened food security through the current
sky-rocketing of food prices (Koc, 2022). There
are fears, according to Guterres, that if the war is
not halted, many will fall into mass hunger,
famine and malnutrition (Koc, 2022).
Furthermore, the impact of the war has not only
increased energy costs, but food and fertilisers,
all of which impact the livelihoods of the
20

most vulnerable (Welsh, 2022).
All of these global socioeconomic repercussions
drive state priorities away from climate change
as a core issue. The war not only directly impacts
climate targets by increasing greenhouse gas
emissions through its activities, but it also sets up
a path where the future rebuilding of states,
Ukraine in this regard, would further affect and
increase emissions (Braun, 2022). For example,
current figures show that rebuilding all destroyed
cities in Syria would produce an equivalent
amount of greenhouse gasses emission to
Switzerland’s annual output (Braun, 2022).
Indirectly, the Russian-Ukraine war has impacted
climate targets by driving many states to take up
“fracked high-emission” gas from the United
States, resorting to coal or intensifying their
importation of natural gas, which Egypt itself is
benefitting from (Braun, 2022; Meredith, 2022).
Some countries, such as Germany, are also
scrapping previous commitments to ban public
investment in fossil fuels projects, which further
brings away climate targets from being fulfilled
(Bennhold & Tankersley, 2022).
Lastly, the war has impacted climate finance, as
aid is being diverted to support Ukraine. For
example, the United States, which had previously
pledged $3.1 billion in climate finance to
© tipinfo via Flickr
“climate-vulnerable developing nations”, gave
only $1 billion (Hersher, 2022). On the other hand,
Ukraine has received over $13 billion, with
additional money expected to make its way
(Hersher, 2022). This issue helps show that an
increase in international security problems
removes
previous
prioritizations
by
the
international community to tackle many core
development problems, such as global poverty,
food insecurity, the repercussions caused by
COVID-19 and the climate crisis.
Conclusion
The time to respond to the current climate crisis
is running out. Without proper cuts to current
emissions and collaborative efforts between all
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stakeholders, the world will not only experience
grave conflicts but also, unprecedented
humanitarian challenges. The link between
climate change and security – though relatively
controversial – can be observed in the Egyptian
context, both in the events of the Arab Spring
and in the recent GERD conflict. In this sense, it is
imperative to not only address the underlying
endogenous factors which create conflict risks,
whether it may be economic, political or social
grievances, but also there is a need to effectively
upscale climate action.
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Rights of Children in Israel - Occupied Palestinian Territories
Under International Humanitarian Law: Gaza Assault 2022
Fatima Umar

The contested terrain of Jerusalem and the
adjacent areas, which were part of the Ottoman
Empire called Palestine, hosted a majority Muslim
population until the Ottoman Empire broke apart,
the British carved up the land and granted
immigration to Jews (Brayn & Taylor, 2021). The
rivalry between native Arab-Muslim Palestinians
and the migrant Jews incremented to a level
that became the primary factor to compel
Britain to decide to take up the matter with the
United Nations, which demarcated and formed
Palestine into two new states: the state of Israel
and the State of Palestine (Council on Foreign
Relations, 2022).
Nonetheless, the demarcation was not a
conclusive solution for peaceful co-existence;
rather, there were 3 wars fought between the two
and the neighbouring Arab states (Haddad,
2022). The wars resulted in the illegal occupation
of the Palestinian territories as awarded by the
United Nations Resolution 181 (United Nations, n.d.
a). The article provides legal insight into the
occupation of Palestine and the atrocities faced
by Palestinian children under the ambit of
International Law.
The illegal occupation of the Palestinian
territories can be rightly termed illegal as Article
49 of the 4th Geneva Convention states: “The
Occupying Power shall not deport or transfer
parts of its civilian population into the territory it
occupies.” It also prohibits the “individual or mass
forcible transfers, as well as deportations of
protected persons from occupied territory”
(United Nations, 1949).
Israel, on the other side, violated International
Law and transferred its Jewish population to the
occupied Palestinian territories by evicting the
Palestinians in the West Bank from their land.
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Just mentioning the statistics from 1st January
2021 to 31st January 2022, the number of settlers
in the West Bank grew to 490,493 excluding
30,000 East Jerusalem settlers; this shows a 3.2%
rise in just the course of 13 months. (Foundation
for Middle Est Peace, 2022) While, the Gaza strip
is under a land, air, and sea blockade, at first
temporarily in 2005-2006 and then permanently
since 2007 (Haddad, 2022). From 2008 to 2021,
Israel has launched 4 assaults on the Gaza strip:
2008-2009, 2012, 2014, and 2021 (Haddad, 2022).
The recent assault on this 365 km2 territory with
a population of 2.1 million people by the
occupying Israeli forces began on 5th August
2022 (Haddad, 2022).
It is noteworthy that Gaza is still under blockade,
often termed the largest open-air prison, and
faces grave humanitarian conditions. Just to
mention a few statistics, 62% of Palestinians in
Gaza require food assistance; 78% of water in
pipes is unhealthy for consumption; 46.6%
unemployment rate in just the first quartile of
2022; 38% of Gazans live in poverty - the peril
increments every year and continues (UNICEF,
n.d. a).
What caught the attention of the international
community was an attack by the Israeli forces,
which led to mass casualties with a record
number of deaths of children. The youngest boy
of age 4 and the youngest girl aged 5 perished
due to the offensive (Middle East Eye, 2022).
It began with a “Preemptive operation” as labeled
by the new Israeli Prime Minister Yair Lapid
against the Islamic Jihad (Keller-Lynn, 2022).
Palestinian Islamic Jihad was founded in 1981 by
Fathi Abd al-Aziz al-Shikaki and primarily focuses
on military confrontations with Israel instead of
political means, unlike the Palestinian Authority,
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which brings them both at odds with each other
in their approach to fight (European Council on
Foreign Relations, n.d.). Prior to the attack on
Gaza, the Occupying Israeli Forces captured
Bassam-al-Saadi from Jenin, West Bank;
Bassam is a commander in PIJ (Security Council
Report, 2022).
The raid in Jenin led to the killing of a teenager,
adding the teenager to the list of numerous
children who died at the hands of Israeli
apartheid (Security Council Report, 2022). It was,
however, not one teenager who died, but 19
children killed from the 5th to the 9th of August
(Office of the High Commissioner for Human
Rights, 2022 b).
The most recent episode was another incident
where Israel let down the Convention on the
Rights of Children, (CRC) which it ratified in 1991
(Office of the High Commissioner for Human
Rights, n.d. a). The foremost objection that can
be raised on the Israeli raids begins with Article 1
of the definition of ‘child/children which states: “A
child means every human being below the age
of eighteen years unless, under the law
applicable to the child, the majority is attained
earlier” (Save the Children, n.d.). This article
explicitly declares that the 17 children killed
during the recent wave of hostilities in Gaza by
the Occupying Israeli Forces and the two children
killed later that week during the law enforcement
operation in the West Bank, were all children.
Hence, the Convention on the Rights of Children
rightly befits the case (Office of the High
Commissioner for Human Rights, 2022 b).

The indiscriminate killing of 17 Children is a vivid
violation of Article 6 (II) of the Convention on
Rights of Children: “States Parties recognize that
every child has the inherent right to life.” (UNICEF,
n.d.a). UNICEF refers to the killing and maiming of
children as one of the six grave violations of
International Law with respect to the rights of
children (UNICEF, 2022 c). Israel has violated the
Additional Protocol I of 1977, Article 51 (4) which
prohibits indiscriminate attacks. Additional
Protocol I also indicate in Article 85 (3) b: “an
indiscriminate attack affecting the civilian
population or civilian objects in the knowledge
that such attack will cause excessive loss of life,
injury to civilians or damage to civilian objects as
defined in Article 57, paragraph 2 a) iii)”, is a
grave breach of the Protocol (ICRC, n.d.). Along
with this, indiscriminate attacks are even
prohibited in Israel’s Law of War Booklet (1986)
which states: “The IDF [Israel Defense Forces]
does not engage in indiscriminate attacks.”
(ICRC, n.d.).
The reference to these few of the many articles
in the International Humanitarian Law is to build a
link that not only did Israel violate the right to life
of the innocent children in Gaza, but the attacks
were indiscriminate in nature, hence violating the
aforementioned articles. To mention a few case
examples out of the 17- Alaa Abdullah was killed
outside Abu Samara Mosque in an Israeli airstrike
(Defense for Children Palestine, 2022).
Similarly, Mohammad Iyad was killed in an attack
on the Rafah refugee camp; Momen, Ahmad,
Hazem, and Ahmad Waleed were killed in an
attack on the Jabalia refugee camp (Defense
for Children Palestine, 2022). Another 5 children
were killed in an airstrike in Fallujah Cemetery,
west of Jabalia refugee camp. Another airstrike
on August 7 killed 3 more children, the attack
targeted the family home of Nabaheen in the AlBureij refugee camp (Defense for Children
Palestine, 2022).
The above-mentioned are a few examples of
Israel’s violations of IHL, that have led to
indiscriminate attacks and deaths of several
children this year. Ayed Abu Eqtaish,
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accountability program director at DCIP rightly
puts it: “It is clear the Israeli military exhibits near
complete disregard for civilians, including
children, during active hostilities” (Defense for
Children Palestine, 2022). The question arises,
that till when the apartheid will continue, will the
Conventions, the Articles, and the Protocols be
respected?
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Spiral into the Abyss: Can Humanitarian Aid Prevent
Catastrophe in Lebanon?
Kristian Weber

Rocked by a financial crisis in 2019 caused by
unsustainable borrowing and unscrupulous
public spending by corrupt elites, Lebanon
hobbled into the pandemic years which saw its
tourism revenues plummet and its crisis deepen.
Following the Russian invasion of Ukraine on Feb
24th, 2022, a further food crisis has now piled the
misery of widespread hunger atop their financial
woes. The UN, the United States, France,
Germany, Saudi Arabia, and the EU, among other
countries and entities, have pledged significant
humanitarian aid in an attempt to stop the
economic hemorrhaging and prevent a decline
into chaos akin to that of their northern neighbor,
Syria. It remains unlikely, however, that aid alone,
uncoupled from significant political change in
Lebanon, will remedy the situation. That said, the
role of humanitarian aid in this case could prove
to be the difference in mitigating the ugliest
potential aspect of this economic situation famine.
The Financial Crisis
In the aftermath of the 15 year Lebanese civil war
which ended in 1990, the Lebanese government
decided to peg their Lebanese pound to the US
dollar at a fixed rate of 1500:1 (Blair, 2022). The
reasoning behind this move is to tie
policymakers’ economic policy to defending the
exchange rate, thus making their economic
policy more predictable, transparent and
trustworthy to international creditors (Samad,
2021). Additionally, Lebanese banks offered high
interest rates for depositors with dollar accounts
in an effort to increase their foreign exchange
reserves (Fx) to make defending their peg easier
(think of Fx like ammunition for keeping a stable
domestic currency exchange rate). Crucially
though, Lebanese banks often borrowed money
to be able to pay these lucrative interest rates to
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depositors (Blair, 2021). Remittances, or citizens
working abroad sending money back to the
country, also made up a significant part of the
Lebanese economy (Samda, 2021). Together this
means that the Lebanese economy has high
“dollarization”, or a relatively high dependency
and usage of the USD alongside their domestic
currency.
This policy set can help a new government
overcome initial lack of trust in its new institutions
and attract foreign investment flow into the
country (Samda, 2021). Skyscrapers rose in
downtown Beruit and Lebanon thrived for a time
as the debt piled up quietly behind the scenes
(Blair, 2022). The downside to this strategy,
however, is the geopolitical risk exposure that
comes with high dollarization in low income
countries. If anything were to happen to
decrease creditor’s confidence about Lebanon’s
economic prospects, creditors may find it
difficult to lend at favorable rates if at all,
meaning that the Lebanese central bank (BdL)
would need to print more money and spend
more of its Fx to make up the difference and
defend the peg (Samad, 2021).
The Syrian civil war began in 2011 during the Arab
Spring, ravaging the Syrian economy and
thereby also the closely connected Lebanese
economy, where the average exporter to Syria
lost $90,000 (about ¼ of the export level) (World
Bank Group, 2016).
Other sectors did increase in productivity,
however, like water and agriculture, because they
were able to make up for the lack of production
in Syria (World Bank Group, 2016). Decreasing
creditor trust and lowering economic activity
forced the BdL to act. Banks in Lebanon doubled
their interest rate offerings for USD depositors
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(and therewith their borrowing to pay for it) and
engaged in riskier behaviors like sub-optimal
loans in order to try and make up for the loss in
economic activity (Samad, 2021), as is often the
case in lower income countries due to their
weaker regulations (Garcia-Herrero, 1997).
Wealthy elites in the country pounced on some
of these opportunities and leveraged their preexisting wealth to profit off the crisis (Blair, 2022)
and the Lebanese government did not cut public
spending as some economists suggest they
should have (Samad, 2021). Foreign aid also
took a hit in this time period, as France halted
their weapons sales to the country due to
accusations of corrupt mismanagement and
Saudi Arabia withdrew their $3b aid package to
pay for the French weapons due to the
prevalence of Iranian backed Hezbollah militias
(Mustafa, 2022).
By May 2016, the BdL pivoted to a policy of
“financial engineering” in order to “[enhance]
both BDL’s balance sheet and Lebanon’s credit
profile” (Samad, 2021). The policy worked well
and was considered a success at the time
(Samad, 2021), but one could be forgiven for not
noticing the exponential growth of the
undisclosed “Other Assets'' category on the BdL’s
balance sheet starting in 2017. This implies (and
has not yet been confirmed in any official audit)
that the BdL was spending much of its Fx to
balance their books in secret (Samad 2021).
Lebanese politicians raised their own salaries
and increased public spending in 2018, and a
year later in 2019 introduced a tax on Whatsapp
calls, tobacco and gas in an effort to raise
revenue; taxes which many Lebanese felt
targeted the lower classes and spared their
wealthy countrymen the new tax burden (Blair,
2021). Protests soon erupted and remittances
dried up, followed shortly by the Covid-19
pandemic which shuttered the vital tourism
industry (from $8.7b/19% of GDP in 2019 down to
$2.3b in 2020 (Macrotrends, 2022)), among
others, for the foreseeable future (Blair, 2021). All
bets were off, cards were laid on the table and
the Lebanese Fx reserves were nowhere near
enough to hold off the surging inflation.
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Between 2019 and October 2022, the Lebanese
pound:USD went from 1500:1 to 40,000:1 (LiraRate,
2022) on the black market. The official rate is still
listed 1534:1 (BdL, 2022), but there now exist
multiple exchange rates as the situation on the
ground changes too quickly to give a stable rate.
To combat this clear discrepancy, the BdL has
set up the Sayrafa exchange rate, which can be
viewed live on its website, putting the Lebanese
pound at 30,100:1 USD as of October 19th, 2022
(BDL, 2022). As recently as May, 2022,
telecommunications companies in Lebanon
have switched from the official rate to the
Sayrafa rate (Azakir, 2022). This signifies a
wholesale recognition by private companies and
the BdL that the official exchange rate is
untenable. Currently, the UN estimates that 82%
of Lebanese live in poverty (Guissani, 2022) and
future prospects look grim.
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The Pressure Rises
The Russian invasion of Ukraine has shattered
the agricultural supply chain, severely affecting
the Middle East due to its dependency on both of
the countries’ agricultural exports through the
black sea. The details on the nature of the crisis
can be found here in Issue 7. The UN reports that
around 90% of Lebanese families are consuming
less, cheaper food and skipping meals; and, as
living conditions deteriorate, up to 4 million
people are at risk of losing access to safe
drinking water due to a lack of electricity
(Schlein, 2022).
As the Lebanese people feel the crush of
domestic inflation and supply side inflation,
societal pressures mount. Bank robberies are on
the rise because depositors can no longer
withdraw their money and feel compelled to
“steal” their own money back from the banks (Al
Jazeera, 2022). Other Lebanese choose to leave
the country by increasingly riskier methods,
resulting in tragedies like the sunken boat filled
with Lebanese migrants off the Syrian coast
where over 100 bodies have been recovered in
late September, 2022 (Naharnet, 2022).
Furthermore, it seems there is no party capable
of leading the Lebanese people through this
crisis. A general election in May, 2022 did not
produce a clear majority coalition and a
parliamentary election in September, 2022 failed
to elect a new president (Timour, 2022), which
precludes any political solution to any of the
crises affecting the country in the meantime. The
breakdown in societal norms is trending
downwards, but humanitarian aid programs
hope to soften the blow and prevent the
Lebanese from experiencing the same horrors
endured by their northern neighbor, Syria.
The Aid
In response to Lebanon’s dire straits, some
countries and organizations have stepped up
and pledged significant humanitarian aid. The
single largest commitment thus far is the 2022
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Lebanon Crisis Response Plan, which seeks to
bring 126 partners together to raise $3.2 billion
towards assisting 3.2 million people in Lebanon
(1.5 million impoverished Lebanese, 1.5 million
Syrian and 209,000 Palestinian refugees) (UNDP,
2022). Furthermore, in recognition that the
problem is political in nature, the UN Country
Team (UNCT) signed an agreement in June,
2022 with the Lebanese government, a move
aimed at coordinating key reforms to bring
about positive institutional change to the country
in the medium-long term (UN, 2022). Individual
nations have also contributed, via their own
diplomatic missions or organizations, donations
adding up to hundreds of millions of dollars, the
most significant of which were those made by
France and the United States (matching
donations of about $118 million), Germany ($40
million), and Saudi Arabia ($30 million).
The International Monetary Fund (IMF) extended
an offer of credit worth $3 billion in April 2022 to
the Lebanese government on the condition that
they implement a number of institutional reforms
designed to transition the economy into a more
sustainable
and
fiscally
realistic
model
(Khraiche, 2022). The core problem here is the
political inability of the Lebanese government to
form a coalition capable of implementing any
changes even after two elections. IMF managing
director, Kristalina Georgieva, lamented the
“paralysis” of the Lebanese government at the
IMF Annual Meeting in Washington DC on
October 13th (Duggan, 2022). She also claimed
that the financing program may not continue
before the agreed upon implementation of the
necessary reforms (Duggan, 2022).
Conclusion
Altogether, if the execution of the institutional
changes occur in conjunction with aid for those
in the most need on the ground, Lebanon may
avoid a potential plunge into statelessness. In a
financial system built pre-Syrian civil war and
pre-Covid pandemic, humanitarian aid alone
does not solve the ongoing crisis in any way, but
seeks to manage it while the necessary political
reforms are worked out, if they are even possible
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at this point. This crisis will put to the test the
efficacy of international cooperation, as well as
the UN’s ability to coordinate institutional change
in a challenging political climate. This sweeping
change will require political leaders in
international institutions and Lebanon alike to
work together towards reestablishing a financial
system that is fiscally sound and creditworthy. If
either side falters in their commitments or
responsibilities, the Lebanese people will pay the
price as the possibility of famine and political
violence rises.
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Syria Situation Report: The Big Power Scramble
Adbullatif Sleibi

The second half of 2022 continues to illustrate
the relevance of Syria as an arena for settling
geopolitical
scores.
Primarily,
adversarial
manoeuvres by Russia, Iran, and Türkiye point to
a relentless military escalation that leaves little
room for peace, reconstruction, or recovery (alKanj, 2022b). In the current conflict environment,
promises to conduct a large-scale military
operation by Türkiye, threats of brutality and titfor-tat surges of violence unpredictably
demonstrated by Russia, and opportunist
conduct by Iran are daily points of apprehension
(al-Kanj, 2022b; al-Nahar, 2022). Moreover, acts
of violence occur in a broader context of crisis,
with average Syrians already struggling to meet
their basic needs (Gebeily, 2022; Taim, 2022).
Today, millions of Syrians find themselves caught
in a geopolitical contest of strength and
influence with no escape.
Notably, although tensions are currently running
high, with new developments coming weekly, the
political-military
ambitions
of
the
aforementioned parties looked quite different in
early June. Initial positions by players like Russia
and Türkiye did not border on major escalation
and allowed room for compromise, particularly
on shared military objectives (MFA Russian
Federation, 2022; Presidency of the Republic of
Türkiye, 2022b).
Nevertheless, it can be argued that initial
positions and the progression of national
conduct were setting the groundwork for an
inevitable series of military confrontations within
Syrian borders over the next several months.
More significantly, the actions of big regional
powers have aggravated the longstanding woes
of the Syrian population.
For one, President Recep Tayyip Erdoğan
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(hereafter Erdoğan) did appear poised to carve
out a 30-km ‘security line’ in his promise to
conduct a military operation in northern Syria in
the early weeks of June following Russian
withdrawal (Kemal, 2022).
This intention was explicitly affirmed in a June 9th
address where he insisted that “true allies or
friends” should not find Türkiye’s attempt to deal
with legitimate security concerns or terrorist
organizations to be objectionable (Presidency of
the Republic of Türkiye, 2022a). Notably, the
reference to terrorist organizations concerns
Syrian
Kurdish
groups,
particularly
the
Democratic
Union
Party
(PYD),
People’s
Protection Units (YPG), and the US-aligned
Syrian Democratic Forces (SDF). On several

occasions, Erdoğan has linked said groups to the
Kurdistan Workers Party (PKK), a US and Turkishdesignated
terrorist
group
(Center
for
Preventative Action 2022). More pragmatically,
the military operation has been linked to Türkiye’s
economic freefall, and Erdogan’s intention to
return the over 3.6 million refugees currently in
Türkiye to the envisioned secure zone (al-Kanj,
2022). On-the-ground military drills by the
Turkish-backed Free Syrian Army (FSA) factions
in northern Syria lend additional credence to the
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imminent offensive (al-Khateb, 2022a).
Predictably, the aforementioned operation in
Syria has been met with legitimate opposition by
the Russian government, at least initially. On the
2nd of June, noting Turkish preparations to
conduct an offensive on northern Syria, Russia’s
Ministry of Foreign Affairs spokeswoman Maria
Zakharova
expressed
that
the
Russian
government hoped that Türkiye would refrain
from actions that could be interpreted as a
violation of Syria’s sovereignty and lead to a
further deterioration of the already difficult Syrian
conflict
(AlJazeera,
2022).
Despite
this
preliminary objection, a later statement by
Russian Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov indicated
a softer position (MFA Russian Federation, 2022).
After a meeting with his Turkish counterpart
Mevlut Cavusoglu in Ankara on the 8th of June,
Lavrov told that Russia ‘understands’ the security
concerns of its ‘friends’, particularly given the
threats created by outside forces in their efforts
to fuel separatist sentiments (MFA Russian
Federation, 2022). The u-turn can be likely
explained as Russia’s attempt to maintain
amicable relations with Türkiye amid its
international isolation over the Ukraine war
(Hagedorn, 2022c).
Despite all signs having pointed to an
imminent operation in northern Syria, Erdoğan
has seemingly conceded an indefinite pause to
his plans as July approached. In a statement on
the 30th of June, Erdoğan expressed that Türkiye
would not commit itself to the conduct of a
military
operation
that
the
international
community does not ‘comprehend’ (Presidency
of the Republic of Türkiye, 2022b). This rethink is
likely related to Erdoğan’s attempt to remain in
the North Atlantic Treaty Organisation (NATO)
spotlight, while balancing the competing
interests of Iran, Russia, the United States (US),
Israel, and Saudi Arabia (al-Khateb, 2022a; AlMonitor, 2022b).
For instance, Erdoğan was likely conscious of the
tensions such a Syrian military operation would
31

cause in the upcoming Tehran tripartite summit
between Russia, Türkiye and Iran on the 19th of
July (al-Khateb, 2022b). Moreover, there
appears to be a Turkish rethink in regards to
relations with the Assad regime, one which is
oriented towards normalisation (al-Kanj &
Zaman, 2022; Tastekin, 2022a).
Taking into account internal political pressure
from the opposition (al-Kanj & Zaman, 2022),
Ankara’s fears that the Kurds may rekindle their
old alliance with the regime, and the financial
burden of Türkiye’s occupation of Syria [nearly $2
billion annually] (England & Pitel, 2022),
normalisation appears vital. Nevertheless, such
normalisation would be akin to a ‘forced
marriage’ as Erdoğan’s ambition lies in
preventing the emergence of a Western-backed
Kurdish statelet, while Assad’s position is not
flexible enough to provide the security
guarantees Türkiye requires (al-Kanj & Zaman,
2022). An example of this tension can be seen in
Erdoğan’s public statement on the 25th of
August where he outlined the necessity of a
30km safe zone linking Iraq and Syria as a
counter to the threats that Türkiye perceives from
armed Kurdish groups (Presidency of the
Republic of Türkiye, 2022c). Given the Assad
regime’s complete rejection of Turkish presence,
room for normalisation in this dimension
continues to look slim (Tastekin, 2022a).
Alternatively, Russian raids and associated
Assad-regime movements have been observed
to have escalated in the Idlib province after the
6th of July (al-Kanj, 2022b; al-Khateb, 2022b).
This escalation can point to Russia seeking to
restore a semblance of the previous power
balance that existed in Syria before its
progressive retreat (al-Khateb, 2022b). Distinctly,
Russia and even Iran were likely interested in
bringing Idlib into the tripartite summit, and
gaining some concessions in exchange for their
approval of Türkiye’s operation (Hardan, 2022).
Even with this intention, Iran's Khamenei advised
Erdoğan to avoid military action in northern Syria
during the summit (Al-Monitor, 2022a), while the
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discussion with Putin did not yield any obvious
results on the Syrian front (Hosseini, 2022).
Similarly, in a later meeting between Erdoğan
and Putin on August 5th in Sochi, no green light
was given for Erdoğan’s planned intervention
(Russian News Agency, 2022).

with this recent escalation is that conventional
thresholds, potential ceasefires, and principles of
civilian protection will not be respected by
Russia, Iran, or the Syrian regime, as
demonstrated by the violation of the Astana
Agreement in the past (al-Nahar, 2022).

This sentiment was then evidenced by Russia’s
resumption of air heavy strikes in opposition held
areas in northwestern Syria (al-Khateb, 2022c).
An immediate incident following the Tehran
summit involved the death of five children and
two adults in an airstrike on a home in the town
of al-Jadida in the Jisr al-Shughur countryside
on the 22nd of July (Syria TV, 2022). This also
coincided with the resumption of artillery and
missile shelling by the Syrian government forces
on the south Idlib village of al-Mazraa (alKhateb, 2022c).

Changing the scope of observation, and looking
beyond casualties of military operations, these
geopolitical power plays have had troubling
effects on the access of the average Syrian
citizen to fundamental needs. More than 4 million
Syrians are now on the brink of starvation as a
result of Russia’s United Nations Security Council
(UNSC) vetoes on cross-border aid to
northwestern Syria (Gebeily, 2022; Taim, 2022).

In many ways, this initial strike by Russia on the
22nd then commenced a major military
escalation in the Syrian region. On the one end,
the regime forces and Russia started attacking
Hayat Tahrir al-Sham (HTS) and other
opposition factions in Idlib, while on the other, the
SDF resumed clashes with the Turkish army and
the FSA in northeastern Syria and north-central
Syria (al-Kanj, 2022b).
Significantly, since their resumption in mid-July,
exercises of violence have not come to a stop.
Notable incidents include the Russian military
targeting the villages of al-Ruweiha and Mseibin
in Zawiya Mountain south of Idlib with 12 airstrikes
in the midst of Assad regime shelling in the last
week of September (North Press Agency, 2022).
Additionally, Türkiye’s operation has been further
curtailed as clashes between the local rebel
groups it relied on for ground operations erupted
in Afrin and other key areas in northwestern Syria
on the 12th of October, shifting control out of
Türkiye’s hands (Tastekin, 2022b). Overall, all
involved parties sought to present the intention
of escalation, but one that is based on the urge
to demonstrate that they can protect and
preserve their areas of control. A particular worry
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More specifically, close to 60% of the Syrian
population are considered food insecure (Action
Against Hunger, 2022). Since the development of
the cross-border aid mechanisms in 2014, Russia
and the Assad regime have weaponized aid
moving to opposition-held parts of the country
(Mathews, 2022). This retaliation is particularly
evident in the case of Russia, which has used its
position on the UNSC to veto aid mechanisms
and diminish the original four delivery routes
established in 2014 to only one: the Bab al-Hawa
crossing (Hagedorn, 2022b).
In premise, the Bab al-Hawa crossing was slated
to close on July 10th unless the UN resolution
authorising the transport of aid into the war-torn
country was extended to the next year
(Hagedorn, 2022b). In this regard, a bitter victory
was achieved on the 12th of July. The UN
succeeded in extending the cross-border aid
mechanism for an additional 6 months, despite
humanitarian demands for a 12-month extension
(Hagedorn, 2022c).
After Russia initially vetoed the mechanism on
July 8th (Hagedorn, 2022b), a compromise was
achieved on the 12th. This is a victory for Russia
which has repeatedly threatened to shut down
the humanitarian operations in Syria altogether
due to their role in undermining Syrian
sovereignty (Hagedorn, 2022b). Beyond this, the
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true sense of victory for Russia lies in how this
veto represents a retaliation against sanctions
imposed over its war in Ukraine (Wilkofsky &
Zaman, 2022). Given the lack of a viable
alternative to the cross-border mechanism
(UNHCR, 2022), this 6-month extension has been
seen as a necessary short-term compromise.
Nevertheless, this compromise seemingly fails to
address the crisis. Relief organisations have
stated that 12 months would be the minimum
time required to ensure that the needs of the
population in rebel-held areas are met
(Wilkofsky & Zaman, 2022).
Altogether, the above events suggest that the
Syrian population has fallen victim to an
international game of political tug-of-war. All in
all, Russia, Iran, and Türkiye have lost regard for
the average Syrian citizen in the face of potential
gains from shows of military strength and
territorial influence.
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A Stalled Democratic Transition: Tunisia’s Future Amid the
New Presidency
Asmaa Wahed Sayed

The way events are unfolding for Tunisia's
political and economic situation in terms of
persistent
economic
crisis
and
political
disaffection is not a positive indication for the
country’s future. As Tunisians reflect on the last
ten years, the majority are hoping for a brighter,
more free and democratic future for their
country.

system (Finan, 2022).

In a country like Tunisia, having not only a
successful democracy but also a sustainable
one has been at the core of hopes which people
have been keen to achieve after the Arab spring.
Even though states can transition to and
become democracies, many pitfalls and
challenges arise along the way revealing that
sometimes democracy is not the best path for
public problems. However, this doesn't seem to
be the case in Tunisia (Perry, 2022).

However, will people continue to support his
decisions? How are Tunisians perceiving his
actions and new decisions politically and
economically? Are they satisfied or are they
worried that this will bring them back to square
one?

With the new presidency of Kaies Saied in 2019,
Tunisia is torn between two sides of one coin. On
one side of the coin is the important progress
that has been made on the political transition of
the country in terms of a more open, democratic
system of governance and the other side of the
coin is the economic transition is hindering the
process of such a transition.
In other words, the political and economic
situation are not going hand-in-hand which
raises a lot of questions and concerns in the
eyes of the people in regards to the democratic
future of the country (Perry, 2022).
This showed the Tunisians’ disenchantment with
their post-revolutionary political system which
led to the election of Kais Saied as president,
supporting his power grab (Patel, 2022). He
wanted to turn the pyramid of power upside
down in order to modify the Tunisian political
35

In order to modify the political system, he wanted
to do it without a party, without definite allies,
without a detailed program; solely depending on
the younger generation and the watchword
raised consistently in 2011 “the people want”
(Finan, 2022).

The Economic Situation: from the Tunisian’s
perspective
The Center For International Private Enterprise
Middle East and North Africa (CIPE) has created
a survey along with ELKA consulting, a leading
Tunisian research firm, to further analyze the
tunisian situations amid the underingoing
democratic transition facing serious political and
economic challenges. The two figures below
highlight Tunisian’s voice on the matter of the
democratic transition that the country is facing
and their judgement on how they perceive the
economic situation of Tunisia (CIPE, 2021).
Figure 1 below shows when Tunisians were asked
about how they perceive the direction of their
economy headed towards - is it headed in the
right or wrong direction? The survey showed that
the majority of Tunisians accounting for 65% are
pessimistic about the current state of the
economy (CIPE, 2021).
These statistics show that the economic worries
in terms of the high cost of living, corruption, and
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unemployment, are still leading concerns even
after the revolution and change of governments.

Additionally, Figure 2 below shows how Tunisians
are not satisfied with the democratic transition
that the country is undergoing due to the fact
that many of them blame the country’s
economic woes on democracy. 63% of
respondents either fully or somewhat agree with
the view that democracy in Tunisia is to blame
for the political instability that led to the
economic crisis, while only 33% disagree (CIPE,
2021). According to these statistics, this portrays
a unique situation where many Tunisians are
starting to welcome the idea of the authoritarian
regime due to the lack of belief in the viability of
democratic processes (CIPE, 2021).

Source: Elka Consulting
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New constitution = A “Bloodless Coup”
On July 25, 2021, president Kais Saied suspended
parliament for 30 days and dismissed the prime
minister, which many observers saw as a
“bloodless coup” (Hill, 2022). That's because he
invoked emergency powers and used article 80
of the constitution, which grants the president the
authority to take “any measures necessitated by
the exceptional circumstances'' which plunged
the country into a spiral chaos of political crisis.
(Trew, 2021).
Even though the referendum is supported greatly
by the public, according to an exit poll taken by
the Sigma Conseil institute, an overwhelming 9293% of those who voted supported the new
constitution (Chulov, 2022). However, there
might be a downturn for that support: the
consequences of such a decision may have a
negative repercussion on the turnover of future
events.
The new constitution could, as such, tip Tunisia
back into dictatorship. What is expected moving
forward, after the majority voted yes in a national
referendum to approve a new constitution which
will give the prescient, Kais Saied, expansive new
powers, centralising executive control while
removing checks from the legislative and judicial
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branches (Chulov, 2022). This is seen through
the articles of the new constitution, which
changes the nature of the political system,
distribution of powers of not only the jurisdiction
of the president but also their authority
(Fakhfakh, 2022). The proposed roadmap
worries the political players not only in terms of
putting them at risk of marginalisation, but also
because they perceive that the president's
proposed roadmap does not correspond with
the urgency of the economic and social situation
(Steuer, 2022).
In the frame of the European Neighbourhood
Policy, the EU has been actively involved in the
preservation of Tunisia’s stability and in the
support for the Tunisian democratic transition
(Steuer, 2022). Thus, the derailing of the
transitional process during the second half of
2021 constitutes a major concern for the EU
(Steuer, 2022). The failure of the only democratic
experience in the region would compromise the
stability of North Africa by preventing segments
of the opposition from participating in the
elections and lead them to opt for more radical
courses of action instead (Steuer, 2022).
Tunisia economic outlook and risks
Tunisia is facing an unpleasant economic
situation. That's because the state’s budget is
consumed by pensions, salaries and government
subsidies (largely public sector spending)
(World Bank, 2022). According to the World Bank,
public debt as of 2020 was 70 percent above
GDP, current debt levels could be much higher
(2022). Given the country’s economic situation,
restoring financial equilibrium is the perceived
solution for this situation (Bessalah, 2022).
The country has been grappling with a public
finances crisis that has raised many concerns
that it may default on debt (Amara & Mcdowall,
2022). Tunisia has been in urgent need of
international help for months. On Oct 15, 2022,
Tunisia reached a preliminary agreement with
the International Monetary Fund (IMF) for a $1.9
37

billion
48-month
package
to
restore
macroeconomic stability, strengthen social
safety nets and tax equity and bring reforms to
foster growth and create jobs (Amara &
Mcdowall, 2022).
Conclusion
Hailed as the only success story of the Arab
spring uprisings, Tunisia is facing its most
dangerous political and economic crisis since
the revolution. According to the world bank,
Unemployment increased from 15% prior to the
pandemic to 17.8% by the end of the first quarter
of 2021 (2022). Adding to that, according to the
world bank, unemployment among women is
higher with a rate of 24.9% (2022).
Furthermore, Poverty and vulnerability
expected to grow and this will lead to the

are

possibility of Tunisia going a decade back with
an even higher possibility of another revolution.
This is shown by poorer households reducing
their consumption of food. In order to cope with
such price hikes in food and unemployment rate,
many borrowed money or deferred payments.
What forms of local and international
intervention might ease the transition to help
Tunisia return back to a democratic path? How
long will this process take? Tunisia might face
another revolution if the economic woes continue
on a persistent matter and there isn't a clear
path to democracy.
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Killing of the Most Wanted Doctor by the United States of
America: Implication for Al-Qaeda & Affiliated Regions
Fatima Umar

The Egyptian jihadist and enemy of the United
States, Dr. Ayman Al-Zawahiri was born in 1951 in
a well-established and wealthy Egyptian family
(BBC, 2022 a). Al-Zawahiri received his early
education in Egypt and in 1974, he graduated
from Al-Qasr Al-Ain medical school at Cairo
University (al-Anani, 2022). Al-Zawahiri was an
influential personality in Egypt; he was an Eastern
literature professor, Dean of the school of arts,
and president of Cairo University. He also
severed as the ambassador of Egypt to Pakistan,
Saudi Arabia, and Yemen (Combating Terrorism
Center, n.d.). Al-Zawahiri has the honor to be
called the ‘diplomatic Sufi’ as he was considered
an esteemed Sufi in Egypt (Combating Terrorism
Center, n.d.).
During this period, Islamic movements were
accelerating at alarming rates in Egypt against
the ruling elites for adopting democracy in state
politics (Jerome, 2022). During this phase,
Ayman
Al-Zawahiri
joined
the
Al-Jihad
organization with the motivation to push back
against the alien rulers and their supporters
(Jerome, 2022). He was a strong advocate of
the idea that the contemporary rulers governing
Muslim countries had to be confronted, fought
against, and expelled from their positions
because they are governing Muslim countries
with something other than what God had
bestowed upon us as situational laws (Jerome,
2022). He recognized armed resistance against
these governments as a religious war for God.
In 1985, Ayman Al-Zawahiri participated in global
Jihad as a Physician and a surgeon. He
participated in the global jihad against Russia in
Afghanistan by initially treating the wounded at a
hospital located in Peshawar, Pakistan, and later
on the frontline battlefields (Voice of America,
2022). This is where he met Al-Qaeda’s
39

mastermind, Sheikh Osama Bin Laden, for the
first time. Ever since, Ayman Al-Zawahiri was said
to have been one of the closest affiliates of
Osama Bin Laden (The New Yorker , 2022). He,
alongside Osama Bin Laden, is considered to be
the brains behind one of the lethal terrorist
attacks against the US and its allies which
included the bombing of two of the United States
of America’s embassies in Nairobi and Dar AlSalam in 1998, and the 2001 attack on US World
Trade Center, to mention a few (Macias, n.d.). He
and Osama Bin Laden were on the US top
wanted lists (BBC, 2022 b).
After Al-Qaeda leader Shiekh Osama Bin Laden
was killed in a US-led operation in 2011, AlZawahiri became the head of the terrorist
organization, Al-Qaeda. Previously, Zawahiri was
a secondary figure in the organisation (Jerome,
2022). After two decades in hiding, Al-Zawahiri
was killed in a Drone strike in Kabul, the capital of
Afghanistan (U.S Department of State, 2022).
The killing of Al-Qaeda’s leader inside
Afghanistan after almost a year of US withdrawal
from Afghanistan holds uncertain implications
for the region and for Afghanistan itself.
On the morning of 31 July 2022 on the direction
of US President Joseph R. Biden the United States
opportunely executed an air-strike killing AlQaeda’s
Emir,
Ayman
Al-Zawahiri
(U.S
Department of State, 2022). Al-Qaeda was the
first major group that set its sight on not only the
United States, but also Israel. They also posed
challenges within the region such as in Egypt,
Iraq, Yemen, and Pakistan in the form of AlQaeda in the Sinai Peninsula (AQSP), Al-Qaeda
in Iraq (AQI), Al-Qaeda in Arabian Peninsula
(AQAP), and Pakistan Tehrik-e-Taliban (TTP)
(Frontline). It was the key terrorist franchise in
the region in the 1990s, which spread out from
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themselves after the death of Osama Bin Laden,
rather a new faction from Al-Qaeda, ISIS was
created (Zekulin, n.d.). Zawahiri’s dislike for ISIS
and its ideology was well known, and now with
his death, ISIS might get an edge to convince
other like-minded groups to indulge in joint
ventures in the Mediterranean(Matthew & Aaron,
2022).

Weber P. (06/082022), "How the U.S. killed Ayman al-Zawahiri —
and only al-Zawahiri — with a R9X 'flying Ginsu' missile" ,The Week,
Available at: https://theweek.com/briefing/1015696/how-the-uskilled-al-qaeda-leader-ayman-al-zawahiri-and-only-alzawahiri-with-a

Afghanistan where it relocated from Sudan into
the whole region with its tribes and affiliates.
Now, with its Emir killed, the appointment of a
new Emir can pose an even greater threat to the
region as it will provide a conducive opportunity
for the organization to join hands with other
terrorist groups currently active in Afghanistan
i.e. Islamic State in Khorasan Province (Jerome,
2022). Zawahiri was killed in downtown Kabul,
Afghanistan, which indicates Al-Qaeda once
again considers Afghan Soil a safe haven for
their terrorist activities. Now, if the new Emir, The
Islamic State in Khorasan, and the Taliban reach
an understanding, which is likely so, it can cause
more dangerous terrorist threats for the
immediate neighbors in the region as well as for
their far enemies (Jerome, 2022).
Mentioning their far enemies and the Al-Qaeda
affiliates present in other regions like the
Mediterranean and the Middle East, it is
imperative to discuss what Zawahiri’s killing
means for the terrorist organizations operating in
the far enemies’ regions. Analysing the impacts,
analysts view his death as not having much
significance to Al-Qaeda’s affiliates as he
belonged to the “core” and mainly had symbolic
value. (Zekulin, n.d.) It is evident that Al-Qaeda
and other related terrorist groups managed
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However, the immediate issue that Al-Qaeda has
to deal with is to appoint their new Emir which will
further the direction of Al-Qaeda and on a wider
scale their global Jihadist movement depending
on how they approach their operational
activities.
According
to
reports,
several
candidates are already present in Afghanistan
and will replace Ayman Al-Zawahiri (Jerome,
2022). A UN Report lists four main contenders.
Saif Al-Adl and Abd Al-Rehman Al-Maghrebi
both were close affiliates of Zawahiri. Whereas,
Yazid Mebrak (aka Yusuf al-Anabi) and Ahmed
Diriye (aka Abu Ubayda), are the heads of alQaeda’s offshoots in the Sahel (AQIM) and
Somalia, respectively (Reuters, 2022).
In such circumstances, appointing a new Emir
will not be easy; one affiliate might block the
leadership of others. Nevertheless, in such an
ambiguous situation it is not unthinkable that a
relatively unknown figure might take over the
organisational responsibility of Al-Qaeda.
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The Energy Crisis Continues to Loom Large Over France
Asmaa Wahed Sayed

As the Russian Ukrainian war intensifies, Europe
battles a record-breaking hike in energy prices
which have negative repercussions not only on
the economic status of several countries, but
also household incomes and the process
towards green transition the world is heading
towards. National efforts to tweak policies and
strategies to cope with these challenges have
been on the top of European governments’
agendas. As seen in Figure 1, eurozone countries’
inflation has set at a record-high of 5.1% due to
the 28.6% inflation in the energy sector; that was
up from -4.2% inflation in the energy sector as
well last February (Chadwick, 2022). This shows
that the energy prices in France and across
Europe have hit all-time records with France's
year-ahead electricity prices spiked 25% to 1,130
euros per megawatt-hour (Mounier, 2022).
According to the European energy exchange,
the price of French electricity topped 1,000 euros
for the first time in history (Mounier, 2022).

Cutting down on energy consumption: France’s
road to energy conservation
France has started its route to energy
conservation by introducing new plans to face
the unprecedented risk of energy shortages in
terms of electricity and gas shortages, as well as
increased reserves of energy. In other words, the
objective of France's road to energy conservation
is to lower total energy consumption by 10% in

two years compared to that of 2019 (Mouterde
and Goar, 2022). It's also considered a structural
first step to achieve the goal of 40% savings,
essential in order to reach carbon neutrality by
2050 (Mouterde and Goar, 2022). The Prime
minister,Élisabeth Borne, stated that cutting down
on energy consumption was a response to the
emergency and a defence against more
restrictive measures (Mouterde and Goar, 2022).
Elizabeth Borne further added that conservation
is the new way of thinking and acting which will
be one of France's keys to green transition and
energy sovereignty (Mouterde and Goar, 2022).

Chadwick,L. (2022) ‘Europe's energy crisis: Five charts to explain why your bills might go up
this winter’. Euronews, 11 February. Available at: Europe's energy crisis: Five charts to explain
why your bills might go up this winter | Euronews.
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In terms of businesses, France is putting an
energy sobriety plan in order for companies to
conserve energy as well. That's because, amid
the Russo - Ukrainian war, Russia (via state
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owned Gazprom) has tightened its chokehold on
energy supplies to France and halted gas
supplies to France. This led France to embark on
its biggest energy conservation since the 1970s
oil crisis (Alderman, 2022). According to
president Emmanuel Macron's government, the
way forward to curb this crisis is to embrace
energy conservation by “increasing car-pooling,
lowering thermostats and shutting off illuminated
advertising signs at night, to name a few, or face
the risk of rolling blackouts or energy rationing”
(Alderman, 2022).
France’s Energy by numbers:
According to the World Nuclear Association and
based on long-standing policy based on energy
security France derives about 70% of its electricity
from nuclear energy (2022). Adding to that,
about 17% of France’s electricity is from recycled
nuclear fuel (World Nuclear Association, 2022).
In terms of net exporter, France is considered the
World’s Largest net exporter of electricity for the
fact that its very low cost of generation, and
gains €3 billion per year from this (World
Nuclear Association, 2022). However, this year
France
has
been
importing
electricity
(Spasić,2022). That's because many of the
country’s 56 nuclear power plants, which covers
70% of domestic consumption, were offline due
to maintenance and technical problems, which
led to their output this year being the lowest in
three decades (Spasić,2022).
Public and private facilities: will the operating
costs lead to facilities shut down?
Soaring prices for electricity and gas prices are
drastically increasing the operating costs of both
private and public facilities (Mounier, 2022). The
French government and the private sector have
been forced to find ways to adapt to this
unprecedented price increase, due to the fact
that several sectors are under threat of
shutdown in order to curb this crisis. Facilities
such as public swimming pools, gymnasiums, ski
resorts, and ice rinks, will be closed in order to
help in reducing costs of conserving energy and
electricity. An operating company called Vert
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Marine, for example, decided on September 5 to
close some 30 public swimming pools that it
manages in Versailles, Montauban, and Limoges
(Mounier, 2022).
Morocco and Algeria: a hubspot for France’s
Deals
The war in Ukraine has not only led to
geopolitical shifts in Europe, Russia and Asia, but
also in the African continent (Fasanotti, 2022).
Suddenly faced with an extraordinary energy
crisis, European leaders began appearing in
Africa’s leading oil and gas capitals (Fasanotti,
2022). Two strategic and important countries
that European countries shifted to for gas supply
and energy deals, were Algeria and Morocco.
I) Algeria:
Many Countries across Europe are looking
forward to increasing Algerian imports as an
alternative gas supply. Currently, Algeria
represents Europe’s third largest gas supplier
after Russia and Norway (Hollands, 2022).
ENGINE, a French multinational utility company, is
pursuing a deal with Algeria whereby the North
African country is expected to increase natural
gas exports to France (Hollands,2022). After the
deal is concluded, not only will the deal see
Algeria increase exports by as much as 50%,
bringing much-needed energy security to
France, but also it will increase revenue
generation for Algeria (Hollands,2022).
Looking closer at the French situation, this deal
will be critical due to the fact that Russian
multinational energy corporation, Gazprom,
announced that it will start to reduce gas
deliveries to ENGINE (Hollands,2022). Therefore,
increasing imports from Algeria will help meet
demand while reducing the dependency on
Russian resources (Hollands,2022).
II) Morocco:
On October 18, The European Union and Morocco
signed a “green partnership” deal they hope will
bolster cooperation on renewable energy
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(EURACTIV, 2022). The memorandum of
understanding signed on 18 October is set to
boost cooperation on energy and the fight
against climate change, with private sector
involvement (EURACTIV, 2022). “It aims to foster
the transition to a decarbonised industry through
investment in green technology, renewable
energy production, sustainable mobility and
clean production in industry,”(EURACTIV, 2022).
Looking ahead
The French prime minister, Elisabeth Borne, has
urged companies and businesses to take
measures to reduce their consumption in light of
the risk to curb energy use this winter. The prime
minister assured business owners that the
government
was
already
drawing
up
contingency plans, including an “allowance
trading system” which will allow companies to
buy and sell electricity allowances (Novinite,
2022).
Adding to that, the government’s boudoir tarifaire
(price shield) which aims to freeze gas prices
and cap electricity prices was said to be
effective until the end of June, however
Emmanuel Macron's government has decided to
extend it even further (The Local France, 2022).
The government has exerted huge efforts to
keep gas and electric bills affordable through an
agreement reached by french lawmakers of a 20
billion-euro ($20.3 billion) package of measures
to help households to cope with rising energy
and food prices (Corbet, 2022). The bill will also
include increasing pensions and welfare
payments by around 4% (Corbet, 2022).
However, amid these bills and measures taken
by the government and its representatives,
people are still angry about the situation and are
struggling to cope with the crisis, seeing that the
crisis won't get better anytime soon ( Noack,
2022). Beginning in October, fuel shortages in
France have been a catalyst for French citizens,
especially refinery workers and poor households,
to strike and ask for higher salaries. Adding to
that, fuel shortages have become a major
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catalyst for a much broader sentiment: this is
going to be a tough winter - but only for those
who can't afford it” (Noack, 2022).
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Aspirations and Challenges to the Run-Up of Egypt's COP27
Presidency
Nadine Alaa Eldin Abdelrahman Ahmed

In a world facing unprecedented global
challenges, like negative economic growth as a
result of the COVID-19 pandemic, energy and
food crises and an ongoing war in Ukraine, the
27th edition of the Conference of Parties
(COP27) event is being set up in a unique
context.
Unlike previous COPs, these myriad and
extraordinary challenges, currently faced by the
international community, make the goal of
reaching imperative climate targets much more
difficult to achieve. Nevertheless, it is important to
outline the context, goals and challenges the
Egyptian presidency expects to face as we near
the initiation of this major conference.
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Context
According to a recent report released by the
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change, the
time for climate action is waning as the
international community has less than ten years
to avoid a “point of no return” (El Hatow, 2022).
Merely
abiding
by
previously
made
commitments is no longer sufficient to address
the current impacts of climate change. If all the
pledged NDC targets during the Paris Agreement
were to be implemented, global temperature
would still rise between 2.4°C to 2.8°C (El Hatow,
2022). Similarly, a 1.8°C increase in temperature
is still to be expected, even if the Glasgow
Climate Pact, which was concluded at COP26,
were to be implemented (El Hatow, 2022).
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Compounding this situation, the ongoing
Russian-Ukrainian war has further pushed back
the fight against climate change.
Russo-Ukrainian war
According to a recent report by Climate Action
Tracker (CAT), the war has increased
investments into oil and gas projects, leading to
the initiation of many liquefied natural gas (LNG)
projects that will increase gas supplies by 25%,
compared to before the war (Frost, 2022).
Furthermore, Europe’s rush to obtain gas from
African nations has left such states more hooked
on fossil fuels, rather than pursuing a green
energy transition (AlArabiya, 2022a). This
trajectory is significant, in light of the fact that
the war has presented an opportunity to phase
out the dependence on fossil fuels, particularly
given the falling costs of renewable energy
projects.
Global food insecurity and COVID-19
The war has also impacted global food security.
Both Russia and Ukraine, the two belligerents in
the war, provide a vast supply of wheat and
barley to much of the developing world (UN
News, 2022). China and India, both key
producers of strategic foods such as wheat,
have decreased exports to meet local demand
(Al-Rasheed, 2022). It is notable in this regard to
highlight the decision made by India to reduce
exports after suffering from a severe heat wave,
which affected its agricultural supply (Ribich,
2022). This event showcases the cross-border
and transnational impact that climate change
has on food security, particularly by impacting
the most vulnerable. Lastly, following the
economic repercussions caused by the COVID19 pandemic, the international community has
had further pressures on its budget as it sought
to build up its economy (AlArabiya, 2022b). In
this difficult socioeconomic and geopolitical
context, the presidency of Egypt needs to provide
realistic and practical solutions and initiatives
that will advance climate action targets, despite
the current pressing circumstances.
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COP27: Goals and Challenges
The upcoming COP27 meeting, which has been
previously typified as the “implementation COP”,
is set to represent the developing world’s
concerns with regards to climate action, and
particularly the African continent, which is said to
contribute only 4% of global greenhouse gas
emissions (Egypt Today, 2022; Bakr, 2022). In this
light, the presidency not only wants to ensure no
backsliding of previous commitments but also, it
seeks to upscale climate action by creating new
commitments to deal with the contemporary
challenges caused by the climate crisis
(AlArabiya, 2022c).
There are four main agenda topics which the
Egypt presidency is set to discuss; those are
namely climate finance, adaptation, loss and
damage, and collaboration (El Hatow, 2022).
Since estimates show that developing countries
need a total of $6 trillion to fight climate change
until the year of 2030, special focus will be given
to climate financing during COP27 (AlArabiya,
2022a). The 2009 COP15’s Copenhagen climate
finance pledge, which consists of a yearly $100
billion financial pledge for climate adaptation
and mitigation projects, is one of the main
financial obligations that the presidency is set to
focus on (AlArabiya, 2022a). This pledge has
never once been fulfilled, but was only narrowly
achieved in 2021 when funding reached about
$80 billion (El Hatow, 2022).
Given that this pledge was made before the
current contemporary challenges of the war,
repercussions of the COVID-19 pandemic and
the energy and food crisis, it seems that it will be
even more difficult to achieve financial progress
in light of these new, pressing changes. Although
the Egyptian presidency recognized the current
global economic difficulties, it is still urging for
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commitments to be fulfilled, stating that finance
should have “a new mindset [and] updated
strategies and policies” (Early, 2022). The
Egyptian presidency will also highlight the need
to implement other previous commitments, such
as the Paris Agreement, and seek to achieve a
post-2025 climate financing arrangement, while
also setting up rules and enforcement
mechanisms (Bakr, 2022; El Hatow, 2022). This,
too, seems to be an implausible goal given the
previous incapability of the international
community to create any binding agreements
on climate financing mechanisms.
The Egyptian presidency, as a representative of
developing nations – particularly that of Africa –
is also adamant about ensuring that financial
and technical mechanisms are made more
feasible to the least developed nations, who tend
to be vulnerable to the effects of climate
change. Egypt itself is highly vulnerable to the
impact of climate change, particularly with
regards to its water security, food security and
agricultural livelihood due to its heavy
dependence on the Nile River (Omar, Moussa &
Hinkelmann, 2021; The World Bank Group, 2021).
In this light, the conference will highlight the
importance
of
upscaling
adaptation
mechanisms, as it would heighten climate
resilience for the developing world (El Hatow,
2022).
Since current climate finance is mostly geared
towards mitigation projects, making up around
80% of funding, COP27 would shed light on the
need to improve financing to adaptation
projects, in efforts of improving the current
inequitable standards (El Hatow, 2022).
However, unlike mitigation projects, adaptation
projects are unbankable and provide little
incentives to garner financial support (El Hatow,
2022). Yet, it is precisely adaptation which needs
to be highlighted to address the needs of the
developing world and reduce future economic
and climate change disasters; this would be a
beneficial step to all involved stakeholders. For
example, it was stated that investing in dryland
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farming practices, using between $250 to $500
dollars per hectare, can increase grain yield from
70 to 140% (Ahram Online, 2022a). In this regard,
the Egyptian presidency had announced its plan
of inviting a diversity of stakeholders during the
conference with the goal of increasing funding
for both mitigation and adaptation projects;
these actors would include not only development
and international financial institutions, but also
the private sector (Ahram Online, 2022b). Egypt’s
Minister of International Cooperation, Rania Al
Mashat, also highlighted the need to derisk
finance, particularly by providing incentives and
guarantees to the private sector, in an effort to
upscale climate finance to the most vulnerable
(Early, 2022).
Loss and damage, one of the topics that is set to
be addressed during COP27, is a highly
contentious and politicized topic. Also known as
climate
reparations,
loss
and
damage
represents the desire by the developing world to
receive funding, as well as other benefits such as
debt cancellations, compensation for climate
change damage and sharing of patent-free
green technology, to help the developing world,
which has contributed the least to the climate
crisis, to fight against climate change, which was
mainly induced by the developed world (Ahram
Online, 2022c; Willis, 2022).
Not only is the Global North responsible for 92%
of the current “excess carbon emissions” since
the beginning of the industrial revolution but also,
the G20 countries contribute towards 80% of
current global greenhouse gasses emissions
(Ahram Online, 2022d). Despite these facts, the
impacts of climate change know no borders; this
means that those who contribute the least might
still suffer the most, such as the recent case of
Pakistan where the country faced one of the
deadliest floods in its history yet contributes less
than one percent of global greenhouse gas
emissions (Ahram Online, 2022d).
Due to limited capacities and resilience, the
Global South is often forced to incur external
debt upon facing damage from climate change,
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instead of using such loans to institute wellneeded developmental projects that address
pre-existing structural problems. For example,
the Mozambican government had to take out an
IMF loan in 2019 following two devastating
climate incidents. This represents the contrast
that the government has to fight climate change
at the forefront, in spite of the fact that the
average Mozambican carbon footprint is
minimal compared to the Global North. (Willis,
2022)
This unfair and cyclical mechanism that
disadvantages the developing world has also led
many to call for a reformulation to the intricate
mechanisms of international financial institutions.
In previous COPs, the developed world,
particularly the United States and Europe, have
refused to achieve any bindingness on losses
and damages. The Egyptian government,
representing the developing world and the most
vulnerable, has placed it on the agenda. Lastly,
the Egyptian government is seeking to “increase
ambitions” by ensuring that all relevant
stakeholders will collaborate towards upscaling
climate action (El Hatow, 2022). This is essential
in light of the danger that climate change poses
towards the current generation of humanity, and
onwards.
Conclusion
The devastating impact of climate change is
undoubtedly real. Without upscaled climate
action, grave dangers will be posed, threatening
life as we know it. In this regard, COP27 is a
momentous event which will shed light on the
international community’s future track towards
climate action. Yet, the goals set up by the
Egyptian presidency, that of upscaling climate
finance, including losses and damages,
enhancing climate adaptation for the most
vulnerable and intensifying collaboration among
all stakeholders, are extremely challenging
considering recent global challenges. In fact, the
feasibility of these goals may be questioned, in
light of recognizing the international community's
previous experience with global climate action
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pacts. Nevertheless, these goals have become
necessary and extremely time-sensitive, as the
alternative of climate disasters threatens the
entirety of the globe.
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Before the outbreak of the Syrian conflict, many
Syrians complained about high unemployment,
corruption, and the absence of political
freedoms under the regime of Bashar al-Assad,
who succeeded Hafez al-Assad in power after
his death in 2000. In March 2011, pro-democracy
protests erupted in the southern city of Daraa,
influenced by similar uprisings in countries in the
region against their autocrats. The Syrian
government has used force to crush these
demonstrations,
fueling
further
protests
demanding the president's removal across the
country.
Unrest has spread in the country, and security
has intensified, crushing the protests. Over time,
the opposition took up arms to defend itself first
and later got rid of security forces in areas it
controlled, and Assad vowed to crush what he
called "foreign-backed terrorism." The violence
escalated rapidly, plunging the country into civil
war. Hundreds of armed opposition groups have
emerged, quickly turning out to be more than just
a rift between two factions with and against
Assad (BBC 2016).
As conditions deteriorated and chaos spread,
extremist jihadist organizations with their own
goals, such as the Islamic State and al-Qaeda,
emerged. Western powers had begun to pick out
the parties they supported with money, weapons,
and fighters. This situation heightened the
international community's concerns, which saw
such organisations as a significant threat
(JURIST 2013). After more than a decade of
conflict, the Syrian crisis has significantly
impacted the human rights file inside Syria,
throughout the region, and beyond. Due to
massive destruction, every Syrian has been
affected
by
violence,
displacement,
the
interruption of family ties, and lack of access to
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vital services. Eleven years of conflict and
sanctions have devastated the Syrian economy,
bringing the country's development back 25
years. Most of the basic systems and services on
which children depend – health, nutrition, water
and sanitation, education, and social protection
– have been completely cut off (Center for
Preventive A. 2022).
Non-international armed conflict and its impact
on civilians
Once the conflict in Syria reaches the level of a
non-international armed conflict, many legal
situations arise in the areas of the conflict, all of
which end up putting into effect the rules of
international humanitarian law, which entail
obligations, responsibilities, and duties on all
parties to the conflict. This ultimately results in
the determination of responsibilities about the
violation of the rules of that law and how they
can be brought to international criminal
prosecution and appropriately punished (RULAC,
Geneva academy 2022).
First, it should be pointed out that the conflict
now taking place in Syrian territory is a noninternational armed conflict. As we have shown,
according to international standards, consider
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the conflict a non-international armed conflict if
it revolves around the State's territory between its
armed forces and dissident armed forces or
other regular groups and exercises responsible
command over part of its territorial control. This
enables the Syrian forces to carry out continuous
and consistent military operations since the noninternational armed conflict category applies to
it. The provisions of international humanitarian
law rely on assessing the situation in Syrian
territory on the four Geneva Conventions of 1949
and the customary law of war to identify the
extent to which international humanitarian law
violations exist in that dispute (Felix C.e.l. 2020).
The third common article of the four Geneva
Conventions guarantees protection to military
personnel who leave the fight because of injury,
illness, or captivity by prohibiting attacks on their
lives, physical integrity, and personal dignity,
each of these acts constitutes a war crime. As
Dr. Babiker Al-Sheikh argues, where he stated in
his book,The Repercussions of Globalization on
the Legal and Legislative Aspects of States), a
war crime, in general, means severe violations of
international humanitarian law, which is defined
in traditional terminology as a crime or crimes
that have been rendered. It was suppressed in
contravention of the laws and customs of war
(Michael S. 2020).
In article 130 of the Fourth Convention on the
Protection of Civilians, the Detaining Authorities
are obliged to verify that detainees who died in
detention are buried with respect for the rites of
their religion and that their graves are
permanently respected and preserved and
characterised in a way that can be inferred. On
missing persons, international humanitarian law
obliges each party to claim and, as soon as
circumstances allow and no later than the end
of hostilities to urge missing persons whose loss
has been reported to the adversary.
To facilitate the search, the adversary must
communicate all feasible information about
such persons. The notification must be either to
their State directly or through the Protecting
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Power or the International Tracing Agency of the
International Committee of the Red Cross
(Jelena P. 2022).
From what we have reported, we find that war
crimes and crimes against humanity have been
committed in the non-international armed
conflict on Syrian territory, and there is strong,
documented evidence condemning many
parties to that conflict (Lisa S. 2021). It was
possible that the perpetrators of these crimes
could be brought before international criminal
courts, despite the complexities and difficulties
surrounding the formation of those courts
(Jelena P. 2022).
Forms of
violations

International

Human

Rights

law

International human rights law sets minimum
standards that states must meet in their
dealings with citizens, including vulnerable
groups such as children, women, and refugees.
Human rights include, for example, the right not
to be subjected to torture and other cruel,
inhumane or degrading treatment.
The essential documents that shape the concept
of international human rights law are the
Universal Declaration of Human Rights, the
International Covenant on Civil and Political
Rights, and the International Covenant on
Economic, Social, and Cultural Rights. Human
rights violations occur when parties to an armed
conflict fail to apply these minimum standards
due
to
specific
policies
or
practices
(International Committee of the Red Cross ICRC
1949).
The Syrian crisis is not just a humanitarian crisis
but also a set of humanitarian crimes that were
an actual violation of all the meanings of
humanity; there is a list of several humanitarian
crimes committed by the Syrian regime (Patrick
W. 2022):
Torture by a government agency: This
includes torture for a specific purpose, such
as
obtaining
information,
punishment,
intimidation, or humiliation, including rape

PEACE & SECURITY MONITOR
and other forms of sexual violence.
Torture by a non-governmental entity (Syrian
opposition forces): for example, torture for a
specific
purpose,
such
as
obtaining
information, punishment, intimidation, or
humiliation. The torture includes rape and
other forms of sexual violence. The alleged
victim did not take part in the Yavi act of
hostilities.
Torture (brutal, inhuman, or degrading
treatment).
Extrajudicial,
summary,
or
arbitrary
executions.
Forced recruitment of children: Children
under fifteen are recruited as soldiers or
combatants by government or opposition
forces.
Forced
displacement
of
the
civilian
population: This is the forcible transfer or
unlawful expulsion of a group of persons from
the area where they are lawfully present.
Note: Except in cases of the evacuation of
civilians for military or security reasons, as
long as the circumstances justifying the
evacuation exist.
Use of chemical weapons: Chemical
weapons are generally defined as munitions
or devices that spread toxic chemicals
intending to cause harm or death. These
weapons are deployable in gaseous, liquid, or
solid form.
Military attacks that do not distinguish
between combatants and civilians (violation
of the principle of distinction).
4. The International, Impartial and Independent
Mechanism to Investigate the Most Serious
Crimes in Syria.
On 21 December 2016, the United Nations General
Assembly
adopted
resolution
A/71/248,
establishing the International, Impartial and
Independent
Mechanism
to
assist
in
investigating
and
prosecuting
persons
responsible for the most severe crimes under
International Law in the Syrian Arab Republic
since March 2011. It is commonly referred to as
"the Mechanism" or "the IIIM." The United Nations
General Assembly established it in 2016 after
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Husing the veto in the UN Security Council to
prevent the Syrian situation from being referred
to the International Criminal Court (General
Assembly, 2017).
The United Nations described the Syrian crisis as
the largest refugee crisis in the region and the
world. 14.6 million people need humanitarian
assistance;12 million are food insecure, not
knowing where their next meal will come from; 90
percent of the population lives below the poverty
line. Infrastructure is dilapidated and destroyed
by years of conflict; Economic activity has halved
during a decade of conflict, regional financial
crises, sanctions, and the COVID-19 pandemic,
where various nations called for many
humanitarian requests that help to stop the
ongoing conflict (GCR2P 2022).
The
United
Nations
condemned
the
government's denial of aid from entering alRukban camp, located in a secluded area near
the Syrian-Jordanian border known as the
"berm," where tens of thousands of people were
still living in dire conditions without access to any
humanitarian
services.
The
government
prevented the entry of United Nations agencies
to the towns of Manbij and Kobani in
northeastern Syria, forcing the population to rely
mainly on aid from international humanitarian
organisations
and
the
Autonomous
Administration, which was unable to meet their
needs (Bowen, G.e.l. 2015).
Although the situation has calmed down
somewhat, the displaced Syrians still live in harsh
humanitarian conditions worldwide. The efforts of
the Mechanism to monitor and investigate the
facts on the Syrian situation continue to convey
an accurate picture, so it intensifies its efforts
with partner parties, such as civil organisations
and governments, in order to achieve a more
significant impact on the perpetrators of
humanitarian crimes and war crimes.
Conclusion
The above provides a picture of the many grave
quantitative and qualitative violations that occur
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at various levels and are committed by the
parties to the conflict in Syria, such as torture,
brutal treatment, forced displacement of the
population. According to the reports and
statements of the competent international and
human rights bodies, terrorism and takfiri
violence are also escalated, represented by
Daesh, al-Nusra, and other extremist movements
(Ohchr 2013). In addition to the catastrophic
deterioration in living conditions. These are things
that most Syrians experience in their daily reality,
which continues to deteriorate rapidly day by
day.
When
the
international
community
was
supposed to find the appropriate solution to the
Syrian crisis, to prevent its aggravation and
brutality to this extent, the international forces
active internationally and regionally did the
opposite. We have seen clear negligence on the
part of many forces to repel the Assad regime's
violations and brutal actions against children,
women and others. The international community
remained a suspended community, and
international laws and covenants of universal
human rights were nothing but a dead letter and
stood powerless to protect human rights.
As much as the data indicate the enormity of the
humanitarian catastrophe in Syria, at the same
time, they expose the extent of the collapse of
human values and rights in the contemporary
world that is still under the control of rabid,
bloated and undisciplined interests, and in this
frantic inhumane battle. Perhaps the time will
come when the Syrian people will be able to
achieve justice and achieve a system of
accountability in a way that matches the scale
of violations and displacement that Syrians have
suffered.
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